
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

4/8-Easter Sunday                                                                      4/21-Rev. Bob Pierson, TELL, Gadsden First, 10am - 4:30pm 
4/19-Circuit Riders                                                                    4/22-”Biker Fest”  Julia Street UMC 
4/20-21-Sounds of Sumatanga                                                   5/20-Gadsden Area UMC Youth Event 
4/20-Navigating Pastoral Transitions, BSC, 9am-Noon            5/31-6/2-Annual Conference, Birmingham Southern College 
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I suppose the most interesting part of my new job has been making appointments. I certainly 
have experience from the other side of things, having served six appointments for a total of  
almost 34 years. It occurred to me as I was in the midst of making these appointments that I 
never knew ahead of time that I was moving. I was planning the 2012 calendar for  
Clearbranch when I got the call to be your District Superintendent; I was shocked when Will 
called and told me I was going to Clearbranch; I was in Orlando on vacation when I got moved 
to Guntersville; and it was in May when I was told I was going to Palmerdale. There wasn’t a 
single place that I wanted to leave; there hasn’t been a single place that I did not quickly  
realize that God had a purpose for me in that place. 
 
Now I must admit (well I guess I really don’t have to but confession is good for the soul) there 
were times I wondered, “What in the world are they thinking!” Things are going great here, 
the church is growing, and I am happy. Yet looking back, it was in God’s timing and purpose 
every time I moved. 
 
It is not a perfect system for a variety of reasons, one being that we are imperfect persons, both 
those of us doing the assignments and those being assigned. Neither are our churches perfect 
for all of the same reasons. But I prefer our method above all others. For one it is Biblical. The 
book of Acts tells us that the early church “sent them out to serve.” This was done after much 
prayer and discernment. I can tell you from what I know personally and from what the other 
District Superintendents have shared with me, we all agonize over these appointments. I  
cannot tell you the number of nights I lay awake thinking and praying about whom to send 
where. But somehow beyond our human frailty God works and His will gets done for those 
faithful servants who are also praying. It has worked for over two hundred years and I suspect 
it will work beyond my years in this job. Thank you for your prayers and your support of all of 
our pastors. May this coming Conference year be filled with growth for His Kingdom. 
 

Robin 

The Appointive System 



 

 
 
 

 

DATE: April 20-21, 2012 
New this year is a gathering on the Friday evening before Sounds of Sumatanga, 
which will feature games, singing, folk-dancing, storytelling, and entertainment by 
some surprise guests. The evening with a time of reflection and devotion. You can 
support Sumatanga by staying overnight and being there early for Saturday’s 
events. A block of rooms has been reserved – first come, first served. 
 
At the festival on Saturday, there will be music, food, art vendors, kids’ activities 
and lots of fun, fellowship and laughter. Admission is just $5. Here’s where the 
music line-up stands: SonRise, Worship 180, Keith Elder, Lost & Found, Elle 
Claytor, and more. The music is scheduled for 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

The SoS Committee is still seeking arts and crafts vendors for Saturday. The nice 
thing about this is that there is no set-up fee. Vendors are asked to simply pay the 
$5 admission fee, and if they are so inclined to make a donation to the Happy 
Camper Fund at the end of the day. Interested vendors should send an E-mail to 
Laura Wren  
(lswren74@yahoo.com), tell her they are coming, what their craft is, and if they 
need electricity. Any questions can also go to Laura. 
 
More information is available at www.soundsofsumatanga.org and on the event’s 
Facebook page. 

  MEMORIES OF YEARS PAST! 
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Prayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors    

 

 

Seeking Heaven at Seven 

    
 

Persons in churches across our District are signing up for the “Seeking Heaven at Seven” 
prayer effort! Below is a list of churches already involved and the number of persons praying 
each day. Check the list to make sure we have you down if you are participating and if you are 
not yet PLEASE give your people the opportunity to be blessed and to be a blessing! 

Robin 

Alabama City - 7                                                      

Albertville First - 38 

Asbury - 1 

Bellevue - 18 

Christ Central - 24 

Crossville First - 19 

Fairview (Albertville) - 21 

Fort Payne First - 44 

Julia Street/Belcher’s Chapel - 18 

Mt. High - 4 

New Hope - 5 

New Oregon - 31 

Steele - 8 

The Summit - 35 

Haygood - 9 

Howelton - 33 

Samuel’s Chapel - 27 

East Gadsden - 24 

 

 

Union Chapel - 24 
 
Webster’s Chapel - 10 
 
Gadsden First - 58 
 
Cedar Hill - 24 
 
Fairview (Centre) - 12 
 
Asbury (Albertville) - 18 
 
Martling - 12 
 
Asbury (Ft. Payne) - 9 
 
Hokes Bluff First - 23 
 
Southside (Southside) - 17 
 
Guntersville First - 96 
 
Cedar Bluff - 38 
 
Springville First - 27  
   
Smith’s Chapel– 3 
 
Red Hill (Attalla) - 45 
 
Trinity (Rainsville - 20 
 
Robertson Chapel - 23 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

For eight years, the visionary leadership of Will Willimon and the gracious friendship of 

Patsy Willimon have enlivened the North Alabama Conference. 

There will be a Farewell Reception for the Willimons during Annual Conference in apprecia-

tion for their time with us. The reception will be Friday, June 1st, at 4 pm at the Methodist 

Center. 

Just before the reception, at the end of the afternoon session of the Conference in the Bir-

mingham-Southern Coliseum, we plan to present Bishop and Mrs. Willimon with two expres-

sions of our gratitude. 

We would like to present a generous gift in honor of the Willimons to Birmingham-Southern 

College for United Methodist student scholarships. Our minimum goal for the scholarship 

fund is $15,000, though we hope it will be even more. 

Also, we want to give Will and Patsy a personal gift. In consultation with their friends, we 

plan to give them a piece of art, a painting or sculpture, they will like and have as a remem-

brance of their time with us. 

This letter is sent to you lay leaders and pastors because you are the key persons to get the 

word out to your congregations. Through your church and personal communications, let peo-

ple know about the reception and invite them to make a contribution for the scholarship and 

personal gift. (Please send checks to Rev. Ron Schultz, South Central District Office, 898 

Arkadelphia Road, Birmingham, AL 35204. Make checks to the North Alabama Confer-

ence, designated “Willimon Retirement Gift”. It would be very helpful if the gifts were re-

ceived by May 15. 

We join together in thanking God for all the Willimons mean to us and we wish them God-

speed for the future. 

Faithfully, 

North Alabama Conference Committee on Episcopacy 

Gloria Holt, Chairperson 

Bishop Will & Mrs. 

Patsy 

Willimon 
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“Biker fest”“Biker fest”“Biker fest”“Biker fest”    
    

Julia street Umc, boazJulia street Umc, boazJulia street Umc, boazJulia street Umc, boaz    
    

On Sunday, april 22nd the Julia street umc 
will be hosting a “biker fest” during the 

morning worship service with  
testimonies from local Christian 
 Motorcyclists Association (cma)  

members.  There will be a blessing of the 
bikes and a cookout following the  

worship service.  Everyone is invited and 
anyone who rides a  motorcycle is  
encouraged to come and bring a  

non-churched friend! Call 256-484-1361 for 
more information.   

 
In Christ, 

 
Roger Wilson 
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“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 

above all and through all and in all.” Ephesians 4:4-6 
(NRSV) 

 
The 2012 North Alabama Annual Conference will be  
May 31– June 2 at Birmingham-Southern College. 

 
† • The Guest Speaker will be Rev. Michael Slaughter,  

† Lead Pastor of Ginghamsburg, UMC. 
† • Bible Study Leader will be Bishop James E. Swanson, 

Sr, Bishop of the Holston Conference. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT LIBERTY UMC 

 

   • April 6th & 7th, 7:00 pm, Good Friday and Saturday, Liberty is performing an Easter play              
entitled “Voices From The Darkness.” This play was preformed seven years ago, with fabulous 
reviews...approximately 200 people were in the audience.  You are invited to join them! 
     The play setting is done by the narrator in a time travel scenario.  The narrator is in the 
present time with flashbacks of Jesus’ life.  Scenes of Mary in despair because no one writes 
about the pride she felt as His mother and the family life they had all the way thru to the 
actions of Judas, Simon Peter, Herod, Pilate and Caiaphas to the end when Jesus says “I will 
always be there, ready to light the way for you… all you need to do is ask.” 
     We are located at 1188 Alford Bend Rd, Hokes Bluff, AL 35903  For more information you 
can call Bobbie Reeves at 256-492-0916. 
 
  • April 15th will be “Pack a Pew Sunday.”  Everyone is encouraged to bring friends and 
neighbors.  We will socialize after the service with a Pot Luck Dinner. 
 
  • May 5th is Decoration Day and May 6th is Homecoming Service.  Homecoming Service 
will begin at 10:30 AM.  Our guest speaker will be Jay Daugherty.  Dinner will be served 
following the service.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
  • June 29th will be Veteran’s Appreciation program.  200 flags and crosses with veterans 
names will be displayed for one week prior to the program and through July 4th.  This 
celebration is very meaningful and you will receive a blessing by attending this service.  The 
service begins at 10:30 AM 

 

 

GADSDEN AREA UMC YOUTH EVENT 

 
Andy Yarnell, the Youth Leader at Gadsden First UMC, is working on an area 
wide event that is going to take place May 20th.  He recently met with area 

Youth Leaders from Sweet Home, Christ Central and Southside.  He is hoping 
that Rainbow City, Bellevue and East Gadsden will also get involved.  They are 
planning to rent out the amphitheater and have praise and worship and have 
each church get a youth to give a 5 minute testimony.  They will then walk to 
Moragne Park for hotdogs, chips and volleyball.  If your church would like to 

get involved, email Andy at andy@fumcgadsden.org.   
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Lester Memorial News 

 
We meet each Monday night for “Celebrate Recovery” programs.  UMW 

meet the first Tuesday of the month.  We have a Prayer shawl ministry and 

the ladies knit and carry these to nursing homes, shut-ins and sick people.  

The fourth Thursday we have Emmaus Cluster meeting.  We have a Men’s 

prayer breakfast on the 19th.  Each Wednesday night we have Bible study 

groups.  Our web page is  

Lester-MemorialUMC.org please join us there.  We attend Blount County 

Methodist Club each month. 

 

 

 

NAVIGATING PASTORAL TRANSITIONS (BIRMINGHAM) 
 

Start Date 4/20/12 
End Date 4/20/12 

Start Time 9am 
End Time noon 

Address:  United Methodist Center, Birmingham-Southern College 
Contact 

Coordinator:  Rick Owen & Sheri Ferguson 
Coordinator Email:  Rowen@resorcemychurch.org, sfergusonumpcc@gmail.com 

 
Navigating Pastoral Transitions (formerly First 90 Days Training) 

 
A training event for pastors in transition provided by United Counseling, Resource 

Ministry Partners and the North Alabama Conference of the UMC. 

 
Three training events:  • Huntsville area: Asbury UMC in Madison, Hope Rm 209-  

                                         211, Monday, April 16th, 1-4pm. 

 
                                      •  Birmingham area: United Methodist Center, Birmingham-Southern  
                                                        College, Friday, April 20th, 9am –Noon. 

                                                 

                                                     • Local Pastor Training, United Methodist Center, Birmingham-Southern 

                                                        College, Saturday, May 12th,  10am-Noon. 

 

There is no charge for this training but a reservation is required. 

 

All printed materials will  be provided, but you may access materials for the training in advance by  

visiting  http://www.resourcemychurch.org/navigating-pastoral-transition.  

If you have any questions, please email Rick Owen at rowen@resourcemychurch.org or Sheri Ferguson 

at sfergusonumpcc@gmail.com. 
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Team members are needed for a potential mission trip to Montero, Bolivia, 
with tentative dates of August 6-14, 2012.  The approximate budget per 
person is $1500 (including airfare).  The purpose of this trip is to reestab-
lish ties with retired missionary and current Individual Volunteer Kay 
Twilley with local churches in North Alabama for future mission trips.   
 
Team members would be encouraged to be future team leaders for future 
trips to Bolivia to work with Kay.  Team members with UMVIM team leader 
training would be preferred, but not required.  Shots and vaccinations will 
be required for team members, as well as a Visa fee while in country.  All 
passports must be valid within one year of travel.  
  
Rev. Matt Lacey will be leading this team and any questions or interest can 
be sent to him at mlacey@northalabamaumc.org 

 
                                                                                                
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Great Start—Let’s Move Toward Our Goal 
 
The Mountain Lakes District started a pilot plan to fund mission giving throughout our connection and the world that is very differ-
ent from what we have previously done. This year, instead of each church being “apportioned” amounts for the various funds toward 
district funds, annual conference giving, and world missions, we have received all of the information needed as a district and are 
asking each congregation to give 10% of their general fund to the district and the district will apply that to all of the mission sources. 
Since we are asking each congregation to submit this tithe monthly, this how we will report how we are doing. Each month, in the 
district newsletter, we will report every congregation that has participated and what each church tithed to missions. We have a dis-
trict team of 8 clergy and 8 laity that will oversee this mission giving for us.  We are at the end of our first year of the 10% Tithe Pro-
gram, so if you are behind, pay quarterly or haven’t paid at all, please catch up by the end of December.  We will be under this plan 
in 2012, but we are only approved for one more year, at this point.  We will go back to the apportionment system if we are not suc-
cessful. 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR MARCH 

 
 

03/01/12 (Feb) 
3001-Alabama City $544.19 
3002-Albertville First $2836.74 
3007-Asbury (Ft. Payne) $1868.00 (Jan) 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $109.10 
3012-Bethlehem $288.10 
3016-Bothwell $65.90 
3021-Centre (Blount) $73.45 
3029-Corbinville $196.50 
3031-Crossville First $1202.00 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $237.00 
3047-Fort Payne First $3793.16 
3057-Hebron $260.50 (Jan) 
3058-Henagar $490.90 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1250.00 
3062-Hokes Bluff $2443.72 
3066-Joppa $148.70 
3081-Mt. Carmel $74.50 (Jan) 
3081-Mt. Carmel $76.55 
3082-Mt. High $235.00 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $66.90 
3097-Portersville $109.00 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $396.90 
3117-St. Mary’s $195.90 
3118-St. Paul (Boaz) $1048.00 
3122-Sweet Home $742.93 
3129-Union $109.10 
3131-Union Hill $520.86 
3136-Warrenton $802.67 
3139-Whitehall $205.80 
3141-Whorton Bend $280.40 
 

03/06/12 (Feb) 
3004-Antioch $143.00 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $203.10 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $605.94 
3044-Flat Rock $257.80 
3063-Howellton $289.10 
3065-Ider $211.75 (Dec 2011) 
3065-Ider $293.60 (Jan) 
3065-Ider $255.30 
3076-McNutt $90.70 
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03/06/12 (Feb) con’t 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $552.00 
3109-Skirum $1055.41 
3112-Snead Memorial $121.00 
3113-Southside (Grant) $171.00 (Jan) 
3113-Southside (Grant) $205.00 
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $77.00 
3130-Union Chapel $969.40 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $309.00 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $143.40 
 

03/08/12 (Feb) 
3003-Altoona First $764.40 
3006-Asbury (Aville) $60.00 (March) 
3011-Bellevue $1690.37 
3013-Blanche $158.10 
3017-Brooklyn $59.00 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $780.00 
3020-Cedar Hill $386.50 
3022-Centre First $3371.90 
3028-Collinsville First $598.60 
3035-Diamond $196.40 
3037-Dutton $190.00 
3049-Gadsden First $4709.30 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $43.50 
3054-Goosell $155.04 (Jan) 
3056-Haygood Memorial $140.10 
3083-Mt. Oak $113.89 
3088-New Oregon $1049.42 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $202.00 
3098-Rainbow City First $1542.31 
3104-Salem $244.50 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $71.00 
3111-Snead First $742.35 
3115-Springville First $2153.23 
3116-St. Mark’s $372.00 
3121-Steele $934.10 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $224.60 
 
 
 
 



Fair Share Remittance Continued 
 
 
 

03/13/12  
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $458.85 (Jan) 
3025-Christ Church $172.20 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $298.72 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1250.00 
3055-Guntersville First $15,144.20 (Jan) 
3069-King’s Chapel $98.00 (Jan) 
3069-King’s Chapel $111.50  
3079-Morton’s Chapel $145.30 
3127-Turkeytown $253.50 (Jan) 
3127-Turkeytown $196.03  
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $764.22 
3134-Walnut Grove $314.01 
 

03/15/12 
3007-Asbury (Ft Payne) $2354.00 
3057-Hebron $330.60 
3067-Julia Street $396.23 
3070-Lester Memorial $6414.65 
3093-Pleasant Grove $173.00 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $78.50 
3104-Robertson Chapel $582.36 
 

03/20/12 
3009-Attalla First $577.75 (Jan) 
3009-Attalla First $777.86 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $295.62 
3040-Ebenezer $260.00 (Jan) 
3040-Ebenezer $233.00 (Feb) 
3048-Fyffe $201.34 
3051-Geraldine First $100.00 (Jan) 
3051-Geraldine First $100.00 
3059-Henryville $1100.00 
3074-Marvin $160.50 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $171.00 
3095-Pleasant Grove (Springville) $234.00 
3107-Sand Rock $373.82 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $202.41 (Jan) 
 

03/22/12 
3080-Mountain Chapel $251.20 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $100.00 (Jan) 
3118-St. Paul $200.77 (March) 
3132-Valley Head $123.50 
 

03/27/12 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $70.44 
3055-Guntersville First $10,692.31 
3085-New Bethel $91.40 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $283.40 
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03/29/12 
3005-Antioch (Attalla) $423.30 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $66.50 (March) 
3013-Blanche $154.70 (March) 
3021-Centre $49.55 (March) 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 (March) 
3029-Corbinville $190.50  (March) 
3031-Crossville First $1198.00 (March) 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $84.18 (March) 
3058-Henagar $503.20 (March) 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1000.00 (March) 
3066-Joppa $143.10 (March) 
3072-Lusk $187.80 (Jan) 
3072-Lusk $173.10 (Feb) 
3072-Lusk $178.60 (March) 
3076-McNutt $90.70 (March) 
3082-Mt. High $223.20 (March) 
3083-Mt. Oak $118.20 (March) 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $55.00 (March) 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $614.00 (March) 
3117-St. Mary’s $206.60 (March) 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $173.96 (Feb) 
3139-Whitehall $192.80 (March) 
3141-Whorton Bend $219.60 (March) 
 
 
 

 

The Fair Share Remittance forms were mailed on January 

31st.  Please make sure that you use the return envelopes 

that are provided to mailed your tithes.   If you have any 

questions, please call me.  

Thanks, 

Amy 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amy@mldistrict.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Rev. Sheri Ferguson will be seeing appointments at Gadsden First. If you would like an ap-
pointment with Sheri, her number is 205-824-8320.  She will be in town on April 11h. Her 
email address is sfergusonumpcc@gmail.com.  David Cunningham is available on an as 
needed basis.  You can get an appointment to talk with him at the same number. The confer-
ence insurance gives you 8 FREE Employee Assistance Program visits, plus 50 after that at 
$15.00 co-pay.  These visits can be used for consultation, coaching, etc. .. as well as counsel-
ing. 

Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@northalabamaumc.org   amy@mldistrict.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 

     

 

    United Methodist Women               United Methodist Men 

 

    President,  Susan Minton               President, Jeff Prince 

 

          (256)390-0658                                (256)438-0133 


