
B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

Mountain Lakes News 

                              April 2014 Volume 8, Issue 4 

  

 

Bible Study Dates in April 

 

We will meet on the following dates in April to study God’s word and to share together con-
cerning the preparation of the Word for God’s people each week; April 7, 14, and 28. I hope 
you will join us from 9:00 to 11:00 at the District office. 

 
       Pre-Conference/District Conference Meeting 

 
Our Pre-Conference meeting date has been changed since this letter was last published the 
new date is April 27th  at The Summit from 2:00-3:30. This is an election year so it is really 
important that Lay Members to Annual Conference attend especially if they have never taken 
part in electing delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference. 
 

Appointments 

 

Pastors will be contacted this Thursday April 3 and PPRC Chairs the following day on April 4. 
There will be a Moving Day Apart Retreat that begins on Tuesday April 29 and ends on Thurs-
day May 1 at Sumatanga. Remember if you are moving the parsonage needs to be inspected by 
the Trustees and/or parsonage committee in May to make sure that any repairs or cleaning is 
done before the new parsonage family arrives. Also make your treasurer aware that you are to 
receive no salary in June as you will receive the full month at your new appointment as will 
the person that follows you at your present appointment. 
 

Circuit Riders 

 

Our Circuit Rider leaders will meet Monday April 28 from noon until 2:30. We will start at 
“Western Sizzlin” for lunch together then move to the District Office for a time of training, re-
flection and planning. I hope to see all of you here. 
 
 

WORD’S FROM ROBIN 
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PREPREPREPRE----CONFERENCE/DISTRICT CONFERENCECONFERENCE/DISTRICT CONFERENCECONFERENCE/DISTRICT CONFERENCECONFERENCE/DISTRICT CONFERENCE    

MEETINGMEETINGMEETINGMEETING    

    

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2014SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2014SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2014SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2014    

2:00PM2:00PM2:00PM2:00PM----3:30PM3:30PM3:30PM3:30PM    

The SummitThe SummitThe SummitThe Summit    

3760 Hwy 4313760 Hwy 4313760 Hwy 4313760 Hwy 431    

Albertville, AL  35950Albertville, AL  35950Albertville, AL  35950Albertville, AL  35950    

    

     It is very important that all pastors and the church      It is very important that all pastors and the church      It is very important that all pastors and the church      It is very important that all pastors and the church 

leadership come to Preleadership come to Preleadership come to Preleadership come to Pre----Conference/District Conference.  Conference/District Conference.  Conference/District Conference.  Conference/District Conference.  

Every church member is welcome.  Please put this in Every church member is welcome.  Please put this in Every church member is welcome.  Please put this in Every church member is welcome.  Please put this in 

your church bulletin.  This is an election year so it is very your church bulletin.  This is an election year so it is very your church bulletin.  This is an election year so it is very your church bulletin.  This is an election year so it is very 

important that Lay Members to Annual Conference at-important that Lay Members to Annual Conference at-important that Lay Members to Annual Conference at-important that Lay Members to Annual Conference at-

tend.  If you have any questions, please call the District tend.  If you have any questions, please call the District tend.  If you have any questions, please call the District tend.  If you have any questions, please call the District 

office at (256) 546office at (256) 546office at (256) 546office at (256) 546----7405.7405.7405.7405.    
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU from the Upper Sand 
Mountain Parish. 

 
We cannot express in words our 
gratitude to the Mountain Lakes  

District for the gift our new produce 
cooler. 

 
Glenn Mize 
Chris Cone 

And Lee Bryant 
 

Parish Directors 
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“Oh, no, another Bible study?” “Oh, no, another Bible study?”   
  
by Pastor Darrell Morgan  Sand Rock United Methodist Church by Pastor Darrell Morgan  Sand Rock United Methodist Church   

  

  

How many Bible studies have you been a part of as a facilitator, teacher or student? 
Dozens? Hundreds? Well, most of us have been in more than enough to know that it is 
not what you learn in the study, it is what you do with it. Many, many years ago, when I 
attended my very first Bible study class, which by the way I told myself I would never 
do, I arrived without even a Bible. Why you ask? Well, the answer is at the time I did 
not even own a Bible. I sat there in the sanctuary with my arms crossed and my bottom 
lip touching the tip of my nose continuously checking my watch to see how much 
longer this was going to last. I really did not listen that much, but what I did do was 
open myself up to the Spirit and allow myself to begin to be educated about God, His 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 
Over the next few years I was in every class that was being taught. Since becoming a pastor and going through years of education 
and travels to the Holy Land where I learned about Jewish and Arab culture and history, I realized that  was a born teacher, “who 
knew”? 
 
So began my ministry and one Bible study after another. From Genesis and Exodus, through 1 & 2 Samuel, Kings and Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John and oh yes, let’s not forget Revelation, ugh! Then came, Disciple Bible study and the off shoots of that, basi-
cally over the years you could say, I’ve taught ‘em all. I, like most of you have become basically “Living Application Bibles” with 
all that we have been taught. But, and as I like to say, “there is always a but, if we are not applying what we study and read in the 
Word of God, then it becomes nothing more than just another book”. 

 

This past summer the Spirit placed in my heart a desire to offer my church something more. The Spirit placed in my heart the desire 
to challenge my small church to a one year, life changing, Spirit filled, opportunity patterned loosely after John Wesley’s Class 
Meetings. I called it A.D.G. (Accountability Disciple Group). I placed in our worship sheet the notice that A.D.G was coming and it 
would begin on  August 15th, 2013. I requested as many that felt lead to participate in this life changing opportunity to join me on 
that night and I would tell each one what A.D.G. stands for and what would be expected. Utilizing John’s basic outline and having 
been exposed to something similar many, many years earlier, I drafted a three page accountability document with the last page re-
quiring the participant’s signature. It was comprised of some basic expectations, group meeting guidelines, requirements, and expec-
tations. To highlight the basics, meetings weekly, one hour in length, weekly reading outline, open discussion, strict confidentiality, 
group prayer and Holy Communion. 
 
Well, I thought my wife would be the only other participant other than myself, and I began to have my doubts about her as time drew 
closer, but one by one they came and in our church of forty-five average Sunday morning attendees, we had eighteen come. I praised 
God that these men, women and one teenager, wanted to truly grow in Christ beyond knowledge. They wanted to feel what the first 
churches were like, meeting together, discussing how God had intervened in their lives over the week and they participated with 
Him. They began to share their faith, their doubts and their understandings of God in their lives. We wrote our own version of a 
psalm together and shared them. They began to pray aloud! I, as the pastor, stepped back and let the Holy Spirit take over and each 
week two would step forward and serve Communion. 
 
We recently celebrated our sixth month and I asked the question of the group, “What has this group done to enhance your walk with 
God, or has it”? Some of the responses were, “When we get to the end, what are we planning to do, because this is my Wednesday 
night now and I don’t want it to end.” “When you asked me to sign that document, I believe that I was signing an agreement with 

God himself.” “I love this so much more than Bible study because we share our hopes and fears and share about the scriptures we 

read.” 

 

Which do you think is better, 

Bible Heads or Holy Hearts? 

 
Illustration by David Hayward 
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My wife and I just last month attended a conference in Atlanta, GA lead by Maxie Dunnam and having no idea what the major topic 
of the conference would be, we yielded ourselves to the Holy Spirit. Little did we know that this conference was in large part about 
small group ministry? In our conference packets was a book, The Class Meeting: Reclaiming a Forgotten (and Essential) Small 
Group Experience by Kevin Watson. “Oh how God affirms! Here we are, almost six months into a ministry that God placed on my 
heart, uncertain as to how or if it was affecting the members who had made this year long commitment and we are handed a book that 
stresses the importance of just such a ministry and how it ignited the church and how it can re-ignite it. WOW!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a pastor, you always wonder about the spiritual heartbeat of your church. Questions enter your mind like, “What can you do to 
increase attendance?” “How can we grow?” “Am I doing everything I can with the power God has given me?” “Am I reaching them?” 
Am I leading them to Jesus Christ?” I felt the exact same way, still do at times. But, I realized a few years ago that, figuratively speak-
ing, I am not their shepherd, they already have a shepherd and His name is Jesus, I am nothing but a sheepdog. It is my calling to keep 
them close to him, protect them, guide them, and try my best to not let the wolves claim them. I take what God called me to do very 
seriously as I am sure all ministers do, but when it comes to the flock God has called me to, my bark and my bite are one and the 
same. I praise Him for allowing me to be just a part of the bigger plan He has for His Kingdom, and Sand Rock United Methodist 
church and I praise God for His calling.  
 
Oh, and my answer to what will happen after our first year. God provides. Always has and always will!  
Grace and peace, and……Beware of the dog!  “woof, woof” 
 
Darrell Morgan- Pastor 
 
Sand Rock UMC 
 

P.S. If anyone would like more information on the A.D.G. outline and our group, if you will drop me an email, I will be glad to send 

you a copy and may God bless you as he is blessing us.  



 

WARRENTON UMC 

FUNDRAISER 
 

YOU CAN USE THESE COUPONS AT ANY 

PARTICIPATING PIZZA HUT!!! 
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EVERY SUNDAY AT 6:00 PM AT CHRIST CENTRAL CHURCH 

409 W. GRAND AVENUE RAINBOW CITY, AL 35906 

A WEIGHT LOSS AND 

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT KEITH AT 256-490-4224 
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Fair Share Remittance—10% Tithe 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR FEB 2014 
 

03/04/14 
3002-Albertville First $3,414.85 
3004-Antioch (Blount) $119.00 
3024-Christ Central $2,721.00 (January) 
3088-New Oregon $1,020.76 
3100-Red Hill $454.03 
3108-Section $150.00 (January) 
3118-St. Paul (Boaz) $1,289.14 
3122-Sweet Home $824.02 
3132-Valley Head $103.70 (January) 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $154.00 
3139-Whitehall $475.90 
 

03/06/14 
3003-Altoona First $806.28 
3006-Asbury (Albertville) $75.00 
3014-Blountsville $1,057.10 (January) 
3017-Brooklyn $61.00 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $424.70 (January) 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $368.60 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $135.00 
3037-Dutton $377.80 
3038-East Gadsden $1,333.10 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $416.05 
3044-Flat Rock $186.70 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $31.61 (January) 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1,897.10 
3062-Hokes Bluff $2,432.70 (January) 
3076-McNutt Memorial $110.45 
3081-Mt Carmel $86.60 
3082-Mt High $215.40 
3098-Rainbow City First $1,519.90 
3101-Robertson Chapel $482.50 
3130-Union Chapel $1,080.93 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $151.65 
 

03/11/14 
3021-Centre (Blount) $104.24 
3053-Glencoe First $267.00 (March –wk of 3/2) 
3056-Haygood Memorial $185.64 
3057-Hebron $273.10 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $168.30 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $229.00 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $248.00 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $272.70 
3107-Sand Rock $444.85 (January) 
3107-Sand Rock $351.10 
3111-Snead First $727.30 
3112-Snead Memorial $142.00 
3116-St. Mark’s $366.00 
3117-St. Mary’s $201.90 
3134-Walnut Grove $122.80 
3142-The Summit $1,174.51 
 

03/13/14 
3005-Antioch-Goodsell $605.12 
3036-Douglas $227.50 
3046-Forrest Home $221.20 
3059-Henryville $690.00 (January) 
3066-Joppa $270.00 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (March) 
3072-Lusk Chapel $172.00 
3080-Mountain Chapel $237.80 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $191.00 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $119.85 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville) $275.00 (January) 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville) $275.00 
3115-Springville First $1,545.83 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $249.52 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $583.30 
3121-Steele $973.54 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $773.90 
3131-Union Hill $454.85 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $296.81 
 
 
 

Thank You for Being Faithful 

I am glad to announce that through good stewardship and your faithfulness that we are increasing the grants going back into local 
churches from two thousand a month to three thousand a month! We have gone from this program not existing to 36,000.00 a year 
in just three years. Thank you! We have been able to assist 44 Local churches this past year with projects that include outreach 
food programs, acolyte programs, roof repairs, The Landing (Guntersville), building repairs, new signs, playground equipment, 
church lock-ins, college grants, “Blessings in a back-pack”, Blue Pond Boys, staff and insurance needs. This is due to your faith-
fulness. So I thank all of you who faithfully gave their tithe. I encourage those of you who give but not tithe to continue to work 
toward a tithe. This money is making a difference here in the ML District and beyond. 
 
Robin 



03/18/14 
3007-Asbury (Ft. Payne) $2,272.00 
3011-Bellevue $1,300.00 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $991.90 
3022-Centre First $4,229.21 
3125-Christ Church $144.00 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $75.00 
3035-Diamond $222.50 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $242.30 
3055-Guntersville First $11,529.39 
3062-Hokes Bluff First $2,793.92 
3070-Lester Memorial $5,917.46 
3074-Marvin $133.00 (January) 
3074-Marvin $87.50 
3085-New Bethel $91.90 
3108-Section $150.00 
 

03/20/14 
3009-Attalla First $586.38 (January) 
3009-Attalla First $572.11 
3049-Gadsden First $4,146.20 
3063-Howelton $243.20 
3065-Ider $323.00 
3067-Julia Street $381.92 
3132-Valley Head $103.70 
 

03/25/14 
3014-Blountsville $1,091.30 
3051-Geraldine First $361.40 
 

03/31/14 
3006-Asbury (Albertville) $75.00 (March) 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $91.60 (March) 
3013-Blanche $164.70 (March) 
3029-Corbinville $198.10 (March) 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $619.00 
3053-Glencoe First $121.30 (March wk of 3/16) 
3053-Glencoe First $82.00 (March wk of 3/23) 
3102-Rock Springs $109.50 (January) 
3102-Rock Springs $107.50 
3136-Warrenton $478.00 
3140-Whiton $50.00 (January) 
3140-Whiton $50.00 
3140-Whiton $50.00 (March) 
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North Alabama Conference Goal: 
Saving 100,000 lives by  

June 2014 
 

Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary 
ministry of The United Methodist 
Church, putting faith into action to end 
preventable deaths by malaria in Africa, 
especially the death of a child or a 
mother.  This is a lifesaving ministry, 
together we can save lives. 
 
Every 60 seconds, malaria claims a life 
in Africa.  It kills an estimated 655,000 
people each year, most of them children 
under 5 and pregnant women.  Trans-
mitted through the bite of a female 
anopheles mosquito, malaria is a para-
site that initially causes fever, vomiting 
and joint pain.  Left untreated, its symp-
toms progress to convulsions, organ 
failure and death.  
 
Yet, malaria is 100% preventable, treat-
able and beatable! 
 
LET’S MEET THAT GOAL!!! 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amarbut@umcna.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@umcna.org   amarbut@umcna.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 

     Let Us Thank God This Easter Season!!! 


