
B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

Mountain Lakes News 

                           August 2014 Volume 8, Issue 8 

 

 

 Being Appreciated 
 

I suppose everyone wants to be appreciated. You know it is not necessary to have a pa-

rade or anything but at least some acknowledgment that a service has been rendered, a 

sacrifice made. I know my Mom always taught us to say thank you. I say it every time 

the waitress fills my glass. Some may say well that is her job, well yes I suppose it is but 

will my thank you make her job a bit more tolerable, if so it is only two words. 

 

We pastor’s sometime feel under appreciated I think. Did they know I stayed up all night 

with that family? Do they know that I came home early from vacation to preach that fu-

neral? Or did they say well that is her job you know? For that matter does the majority 

of the congregation have a clue what pastors do from Sunday to Sunday? Counseling the 

couple who is about to call it quits; meeting with the staff person who is discouraged; 

talking to the person who wants to trust Jesus; praying with the person who got drunk 

again even though he promised he would not; working on budgets, attending finance 

meetings, trying to decide if a loan could be refinanced, preparing for a sermon, teaching 

a Bible study, meeting with a small group. If you are a pastor you know the list is even 

longer than this. 

 

And yes I do know that God knows and yes I am aware that there are treasures in 

heaven. But would a thank you here and now be too much to ask? And yes I understood 

or thought I did when I said yes to the call that it involved sacrifice but perhaps my chil-

dren did not fully understand.  

 

Well I, the DS, want to say thank you! Thank you for saying yes, thank you for some-

times saying no to you in order to say yes to someone else. And on October 13, at 6:00pm 

at First UMC Guntersville the District wants to buy you a steak dinner, give you a small 

gift and just say thank you. No it is not enough but it sure does help when someone sim-

ply says thank you! 

 

Robin 
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District Training Event at Camp Sumatanga 

Saturday, August 9th 

9am-2pm 

     There will be a District training event at Camp Sumatanga 

on Saturday, August 9, 2014,  from 9am until 2pm to explore 

how to reach the next generation of Spiritual Leaders in our 

churches.  I am excited about teaching this material, for I be-

lieve it could have immediate positive results in our churches.  

Please make your plans to be there as pastor and bring your 

KEY Lay Leaders, those who have influence and can make 

things happen.  Lunch will be provided. 

     Please call Amy at the District office by Tuesday, August 

5th, and let us know how many people you will be bringing, so 

we can make our plans. 

     We look forward to seeing you there! 

Robin 
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PASTOR’S APPRECIATION DINNER 

GUNTERSVILLE FIRST UMC 

OCTOBER 13, 2014 

6:00pm 

     I would like to extend an invitation to all our clergy fam-
ily to join us on October 13th at First UMC Guntersville for 
our Annual Pastor’s Appreciation Dinner.  This event is free 
of charge, you simple need to call the District office by 
5:00pm on October 2nd to register so that we might order the 
correct number of steaks and sides for the night.  This invita-
tion is to all pastors and their spouses who are now serving a 
church; all retired ministers and spouses; to all who serve as 
ATEM and their spouses; and to all surviving spouses.  There 
will be no business conducted that night just good food and 
good fellowship.  We hope everyone will join us.  

Robin 

 

To make a reservation email or call Amy at: 

amarbut@umcna.org 

256-546-7405 



CALICHERA-YOU JUST HAD TO BE THERE 
 

 On June 20th, 2014 a group of twenty-two people from Christ Central Church left Rainbow City Alabama for 
a mission trip to northern Mexico just south of the Rio Grande, the border that separates that country from the 
United States. Our job in the small village of Calichera – on the outskirts of Reynosa --was to  build a house 
for a family of seven.  As one of the youth who traveled with the group my task would be working on the 
house and simply interacting with the adults and children around the village.  
  My grandmother warned me I would be shocked by the living conditions in Calichera, but it it’s hard to envi-
sion such a lifestyle unless you see it.  The homes are just shacks made from whatever the people can find.  
There are holes in the walls, and no plumbing.  They are just a small space to sleep and get out of the sun.   
  When it rains in Calichera the whole world turns to mud.  We experienced this first hand one day.  We had to 
walk two miles back to the safe house, in mud that felt like quick sand.  The church van could not navigate in 
such conditions.  This is a common occurrence in the village, so good shoes are important.  Equally important 
are school supplies and uniforms, as the children cannot attend school without them.  I found that many of the 
things we take for granted are vital to them. I have to admit, it made me feel sad, and a little guilty. 
  Adequate clothing, food, school supplies, and a dry place to sleep, these are things most of us take for 
granted. It is hard to see people who have to struggle daily for such basic needs. 
  I am happy to report that we did manage to build and dedicate a house for the family during our week. And 
my life will be changed forever by my experiences in the village.  I will want to return every year to do what I 
can for the people of Calichera, and I think many in our group feel the same.  The main attraction in the village 
for me is a group of grateful, caring, respectful, loving, and happy children that we all became very attached 
to. My heart was especially captured by an eight year old girl named “America”.  It was America’s smile that I 
noticed first. After a few days she would run to me and give me an enormous hug and a kiss on the cheek 
every time she saw me.  
It was America who taught me a lesson about the true meaning of happiness. Happiness is being thankful for 
everything always.  Happiness is telling people how much you love them and smiling, just smiling a smile that 
lights up a whole room.  America has the sweetest most beautiful light up the room smile I’ve ever seen. 

The children of Calichera don’t have much in the way of material things. But they do have a wonderful sense of community and 

family.  The children do not spend time on ipads or other gadgets.  They are outside playing soccer. They are expected to work hard 

in school.  These families are trying hard to break the cycle of poverty. 

Although this was my first ever mission trip; however, this was my church’s fourth mission trip to this area. The people of the area 

need so much, and are so grateful for what is done for them. We were all proud to be a part of a team working to give at least one 

family a better place to live.  Meeting the members of the family--grandmother, mother, five children--(the father had died in a horri-

ble automobile accident) who would live in the house really gave it special meaning. When I returned home, I remember telling 

someone, that I couldn’t wait to go back, and they looked at me strangely. All I can say is , “You just had to be there to understand.” 

Page 4 Mountain Lakes News 



Page 5 Mountain Lakes News 

  
Christmas Shoe Boxes for Third World Children 2014 

Suggested Gifts for Third World Shoe Boxes 
 
 

Boxes should be marked with ages (2-12) and whether it is for a boy or girl. 
 

                        Hot Wheels Cars                                           McDonalds Toys 
                        Small Dolls                                                    Marbles (no more than 5/baggie) 
                        Small balls                                                     Wash cloth 
                        Soap                                                           **Lotion 
                     **Shampoo                                                       Toothbrush & Toothpaste 
                        Comb and Brush                                           Small Hand Mirror 
                        1 pr Flip Flops (Each box needs one pr)       Underwear (underpants & t-shirt) 
                        Shorts & tee-shirts (boys & girls)                   Dresses 
                        1 pr Socks for Sunday                                   (No candy, bubble gum, suckers) 
                                 **MUST be in a separate zip lock bag 
 
School Supplies:  Pencils (limit 4), paper, crayons, colored pencils, small pencil sharpeners, etc. 
Little Girls:  Barrettes, ribbons, bows, headbands, scrunches, ponytail holders, etc.  All liquids 
should be in a zip lock bag. 
 
     We are furnishing the shoe boxes.  Please try to fill each shoe box. Do NOT over fill!  If one is 
bulging at the top, we cannot get them in the case.  It is that close.  An under filled box means one 
child will only get one or two things, while his/her brother/sister get a full box.  This can cause un-
happiness in the home.  Printed on the boxes are (1) the manifest form.  Please fill out with a 
Sharpie magic marker indicating whether it is for a boy or girl and their age.  It needs to list what 
you have in the box.  In addition (2) the Customs Declaration form needs to be filled out. 
 
     Thirdly, please mail a check payable to “Christmas Shoe Box Ministry” for $4.00 OR one check 
for your whole group to: Mrs. Tina Corley, 485 Co Rd 563, Rogersville, AL 35652.  The $2.00 of 
the $4.00 helps get it to the missionary and the other $2.00 helps the missionary pay the cost of 
getting it to the neediest!  Your boxes go to your closest “HUB.”  Be sure to send the $4.00. 
 
     Several churches have found that by getting their people together on Wednesday night, it is 
beneficial in sharing items like a bag of marbles because if you give more than five (5) marbles, it 
causes problems.  If it is more than the child can hold in one hand, other children may jump on that 
child and take it away.  Other items that can be shared at your packing party are pencils, erasers, 
pencil sharpeners, wash clothes, etc.  You can also share a tape gun to put the boxes together.  It 
can be a real fun party! 
 
     The Advent Coloring booklet, tells the Christmas story in Spanish.  Ask us to send you a file so 
you can print the number of Christmas Coloring Books in Spanish that you need.  You can print 
them at your church office.  Make as many copies as you need.  The book requires three pieces of 
paper printed on both sides.  Print one side, then the other.  (It can also be used to reach Hispanic 
families in your community.) 
 
 
                                                                                                (continued on next page) 



 

Christmas Shoe Boxes, con’t 
 

     Some churches ask their pre-school, elementary children and Senior Citizens to color one part of the 
cover on the coloring book.  This means the children in a third world country can use the crayons in the 
shoe box to complete these.  So ask your people if they might be interested in personalizing your shoe 
boxes.  Be creative and have fun! 
 
     Does your Vacation Bible School need a project?  Why not the Christmas Shoe Box ministry for a de-
veloping nation? 
 
     If we send the manifest about one month ahead of the container, Customs will enter it into their system 
and the shipment will clear in half the time.  Here are our deadlines: 
 

Deadlines 
 

October 6, Monday        All Shoe Boxes Back in your “HUB” (pickup/drop off location). 
 
October 14, Tuesday     All cases of shoe boxes in the Decatur Warehouse and manifested 
 
October 25, Saturday     Pre-load—labeled cases of shoe boxes and Customs paper work finalized. 
 
October 28, Tuesday     Manifest shipped to Missionary and Customs (1 month lead time to clear Cus        
toms BEFORE the container arrives in a developing nation in time for distribution to churches.) 
 
November 8, Saturday   Ship Container with the cases of shoe boxes, clears Customs around Thanksgiv-
ing and distribution to churches begins two weeks later. 
 

 
For more information, please free to contact 

 
Ray Crump, 256-642-1759  RayLCR@aol.com 

 
2014 Chirstmas Shoe Box HUB’s (Collections and Distribution Points) 

 
(Convenient for Mountain Lakes District) 
 
North AL UM Conference Office                                  205-226-7950 
898 Arkadelphia Ave                       Doris McCuller       (Bham So. College) 
Birmingham, AL  35204                 dmccullers@umcna.org 
 
 
Mountain Lakes District Office                                    256-546-7405 
Amy Marbut                                                                   amarbut@umcna.org 
2804 Wills Creek Rd 
Gadsden, AL 35904 
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Is Your Church Celebrating Sumatanga Sunday?? 

 

SUMATANGA  SUNDAY! 

AUGUST 17 

Or the Sunday of your choice 
Camp Sumatanga has been your church camp since 1948. It is alive and 

well and experiencing a new day of growth, blessing and ministry. 

Partner with Camp Sumatanga and help this progress continue for many 

years to come. 

CELEBRATE SUMATANGA SUNDAY: 

Children, youth and adults share what Sumatanga means to them. 

Have a Sumatanga Children’s Moment. 

Download and share the 2 minute Camp Sumatanga slide presenta-

tion and the helpful bulletin insert/handout. 

Ask the camp to have a summer camp worker come to your church 

to help tell the story. 

R e c e i v e  a  “ l o v e  o f f e r i n g ”  f o r  y o u r  

c a m p …  S u m a t a n g a   
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Things have been awful busy here at the Upper Sand Mountain Parish during the month of July. We were blessed to host a 
group of young people from Gainesville Georgia who are members of the Redwine United Methodist Church. These young 
people and their leaders were phenomenal. They did everything from painting a widow's house to cleaning out the warehouse. 
We are greatly indebted to their service to others here on the mountain. 
  
The second picture is of the 3 remaining members of the Forest Hill United Methodist Church. Forest Hill was closed a few 
years ago and sold but these ladies have been meeting in the home of one of the remaining members every Sunday for a short 
service. Our director Chris Cone decided that it would be a blessing to go out and have a communion service for these ladies 
since they no longer have a pastor. What a holy time we had with these wonderful people. This was truly holy work. 
 
And the last pictures are the 3 stooges. How many Methodist Preachers does it take to drive a fork lift? 3 and their names are 
Larry, Moe and Curly. Just unloading a truck at the parish while our warehouse guys are working in the field with the mission 
teams this week. 
 
Blessings from the Parish. 
Chris, Glenn, and Lee.  Volunteers from 

Redwine UMC 
in Gainsville, 
GA, who helped  
in the USMP. 
Thanks Team! 

These three ladies were member at Forest Hill 
UMC when it closed.  USMP pastors served 
them communion in their home.  What a 
blessing for these ladies! Is the USMP insured???? 
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Fair Share Remittance—10% Tithe 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR JUNE 2014 

 

07/01/14 
3048-Fyffe $172.40 (May) 
3066-Joppa $199.54 (January) 
3087-New Hope $176.00 (Cedar Bluff)(May) 
3092-Pine Grove $90.00 (Dekalb)(May) 
 

07/08/14 
3002-Albertville First $3,374.90 
3004-Antioch (Blount) $142.00 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $90.80 
3011-Bellevue $1,300.00 
3012-Bethlehem $313.81 
3013-Blanche $150.60 
3016-Bothwell $119.20 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $1,063.94 
3020-Cedar Hill $433.80 
3021-Centre $97.41 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3028-Collinsville First $838.95 
3029-Corbinville $213.10 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $182.00 
3031-Crossville First $1,344.00 
3038-East Gadsden $1,073.95 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $350.51 (May) 
3044-Flat Rock $548.45 
3046-Forrest Home $226.40 (May) 
3046-Forrest Home $293.70 
3047-Fort Payne First $4,385.88 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $40.36 (May) 
3053-Glencoe First $127.80 (wk of 6/29) 
3056-Haygood Memorial $232.57 
3058-Henagar $629.10 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $589.53 
3076-McNutt Memorial $130.58 
3082-Mt High $260.80 
3083-Mt. Oak $148.60 
3088-New Oregon $1,028.28 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $60.00 
3097-Portersville $124.30 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $528.60 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $274.90 

07/08/14, con’t 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $265.40 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $558.00 
3109-Skirum $828.75 
3112-Snead Memorial $135.00 
3118-St. Paul (Boaz) $1,327.28 
3122-Sweet Home $908.51 
3127-Turkeytown $196.80 (May) 
3127-Turkeytown $187.20 
3129-Union $92.90 
3130-Union Chapel $1,036.92 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $277.55 
3139-Whitehall $280.40 
3141-Whorton Bend $282.90 
 

07/10/14 
3003-Altoona First $837.74 
3027-Collins Chapel $271.00 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $394.57 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $294.21 
3060-Hewett Memorial $2,164.60 
3066-Joppa $252.22 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $323.80 
3081-Mt. Carmel $78.10 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $207.00 
3098-Rainbow City $2,147.00 
3111-Snead First $870.10 
3116-St. Mark’s $380.00 
3121-Steele $1,020.55 
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $129.00 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $214.00 
3136-Warrenton $820.00 
 

07/15/14 
3009-Attalla First $571.35 (May) 
3009-Attalla First $724.58  
3014-Blountsville $915.20 (April) 
3014-Blountsville $996.27 (May) 
3014-Blountsville $1,009.08 
3017-Brooklyn $62.90 

Thank You for Being Faithful 

I am glad to announce that through good stewardship and your faithfulness that we are increasing the grants going back into local 
churches from two thousand a month to three thousand a month! We have gone from this program not existing to 36,000.00 a year 
in just three years. Thank you! We have been able to assist 44 Local churches this past year with projects that include outreach 
food programs, acolyte programs, roof repairs, The Landing (Guntersville), building repairs, new signs, playground equipment, 
church lock-ins, college grants, “Blessings in a back-pack”, Blue Pond Boys, staff and insurance needs. This is due to your faith-
fulness. So I thank all of you who faithfully gave their tithe. I encourage those of you who give but not tithe to continue to work 
toward a tithe. This money is making a difference here in the ML District and beyond. 
 
Robin 



 

07/15/14, con’t 
3022-Centre First $4,565.97 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $460.30 
3024-Christ Central $3,521.00 (March) 
3040-Ebenezer (Grove Oak) $185.00 
3074-Marvin $103.00 (May) 
3074-Marvin $71.00 
3136-Warrenton $694.00 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $684.17 
 

07/17/14 
3007-Asbury (Ft. Payne) $2,841.00 
3035-Diamond $283.20 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1,709.00 
3057-Hebron $341.30 
3072-Lusk Chapel $248.70 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $229.00 
3101-Robertson Chapel $643.60 
3108-Section $100.00 
3114-Southside (Gadsden) $1,660.45 
3115-Springville First $1,726.75 
3131-Union Hill $707.65 
 

07/24/14 
3053-Glencoe First $257.50 (July) 
 

07/29/14 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $83.31 
3037-Dutton $226.63 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $767.00 
3049-Gadsden First $5,400.10 
3051-Geraldine First $927.10 
3055-Guntersville First $12,440.27 
3059-Henryville $1,600.00 
3062-Hokes Bluff $2,067.32 
3063-Howelton $314.90 
3065-Ider $234.90 
3067-Julia Street $458.64 
3069-King’s Chapel $122.50 
3070-Lester Memorial $6,920.35 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $99.90 
3080-Mountain Chapel $357.20 
3085-New Bethel $133.87 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $84.70 (January) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $103.40 (February) 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville) $275.00 
3107-Sand Rock $414.09 
3117-St. Mary’s $68.10 (May) 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $828.00 
3132-Valley Head $125.30 
3134-Walnut Grove $214.00 (July) 
 

07/31/14 
3005-Antioch-Goodsell $500.64  
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $112.80 (July) 
3016-Bothwell $91.00 (July) 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 (July)  
3031-Crossville $1,024.00 (July) 
3039-Ebenezer  (Cedar Bluff) $389.95 (July) 
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07/31/14, con’t 
3040-Ebenezer (Grove Oak) $117.00 (July) 
3047-Fort Payne First $3,124.61 (July) 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1,694.80 (July) 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (July) 
3072-Lusk Chapel $228.50 (July) 
3076-McNutt Memorial $126.00 (July) 
3081-Mt. Carmel $92.40 (July) 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $531.00 (July) 
3109-Skirum $893.34 (July) 
3115-Springville First $1,288.85 (July) 
3118-St. Paul (Boaz) $1,159.69 (July) 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $711.10  
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $85.00 (July) 
3139-Whitehall $247.40 (July) 
3141-Whorton Bend $207.20 (July) 
 

JOB OPENINGS 
 
Hewett Memorial in Albertville is looking for a part-time youth 
minister and a children’s minister.  The right candidates will have 
experience, at least as a volunteer with the age group, and be a 
motivated, self-starter.  Please direct inquiries and resumes to 
hewettumc@bellsouth.net or 1110 Walnut St, Albertville, AL 
35950.  
 
Servants in Faith and Technology (SIFAT) has a position open 
for a Campus Program Manager.  Duties include, but are not lim-
ited to:  Working with the campus director in collaboration with 
the training department to design & implement campus programs 
that are relevant to core values of SIFAT.  Recruit and make rec-
ommendations regarding hiring summer counselor staff.  Recruit 
& manage volunteers to assist with tasks & events on campus.  
Make recommendations regarding program pricing & design to 
the director.  Promote & market SIFAT at speaking opportunities, 
mission fairs or events.  If interested, contact Terry Haynes, Ad-
ministrator, Servants in Faith and Technology, 2944 Co Rd 113, 
Lineville, AL 36266  256-396-2015  www.sifat.org 
 

Fall Revival at Fairview (Albertville) 
August 10-13, 2013, 7:00pm each evening 

“The Voice of the Prophets” 

Sunday - Elijah-Why are we Here? 

Monday - Ezekiel-The Sound of Rattling Bones 

Tuesday - Micah-What does the Lord Require? 

Wednesday - Ezra-Understanding The Ways of God 

 

Dr. Jonathan Watts will be speaking each evening. 

Snead State Community College 

Director of Religious Studies 

The Graduate Theological Foundation 

The John Wesley Professor of Homiletics and Bible Studies 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amarbut@umcna.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@umcna.org   amarbut@umcna.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

Charge Conferences 2014 
 
Charge Conference time is almost here!  This year your Charge Conference 

will be with your Circuit Group.  Please look at the list below to find out when 

and where your will be.  If you are unsure, you can give me a call at the Dis-

trict office.  I will let you know when the Charge Conference Reports are 

online.  They have not been completed at this point. 

Amy 

 

9/28-Chris Cone & Ricky Smith’s group, Henagar First, 6pm 

10/5-Tim Kendrick’s group, St. Mary’s, 6pm 

10/12-Carrie Kramer Jones & Steve Baccus group, E Gadsden, 6pm 

10/19-Freddie Keener & Vicki Cater’s group, Samuel’s Chapel, 6pm 

11/2-Tony Jones’ group, TBA, 6pm 

11/9-Terry Bentley & Joy Morgan’s group, Union Chapel, 6pm 

11/16-Barry Hallman’s group, Blountsville First, 6pm 

11/23-Jeff Davis’ group, TBA, 6pm 

 

You will be contacted by your Circuit Leader with instructions about the part 

your church will have in Charge Conference.  Again, please call, if you have 

ANY questions. (256)546-7405) 

 

 


