
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

2/2-Superintendecy Committee Meeting-6:00pm Dist Office 
2/4-Dr. Thomas Long at Gadsden First, see pg 8 
2/8-Sherri Ferguson at Gadsden First for Counseling   
2/14-Valentines Day 
2/21-Leadership Team Meeting –6:00pm Dist Office 
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    I have always kept up with numbers. I have done this since my first Sunday at 
my first church. In fact long before there was a Conference Dashboard I kept  
notebooks full of numbers. I did this so I could look back and see where we were 
so I could determine where we had gotten too. So while other people complained 
about the Dashboard I did not see it as anything different than anything I had done 
before. With that said I believe there is another scorecard that is just as important 
as we try and discern where we are. This scorecard has four key components: 

1. Worship attendance—Not average worship attendance but how many people 
do you have that are there virtually every Sunday? 

2. Consistent Financial Givers—How many persons tithe or give faithfully and 
consistently? 

3. Servants—How many people serve in a ministry in the church? 
4. Disciples—How many people are involved in a weekly time of study with 

others? 
   Persons who do the above four things are the core of your church. I submit to 
you that even if the numbers are growing the church is not growing if the core is 
not becoming larger. The opposite is also true even if total numbers are  
temporarily going down if the core is expanding so will your average attendance 
soon. Jesus grew twelve men in order to reach many more. In the months ahead we 
will talk about ways to expand the core of your church so that the church can reach 
more people for Jesus Christ. 
 

Robin 

Keeping a New Scorecard 
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The Mountain Lakes District Office has 

moved back to it’s original location at  

2804 Wills Creek Road, Gadsden, AL 

35904. 

(256)546-7404 

Fax (256)546-7407 

rscott@northalabamaumc.org 

amy@mldistrict.org 
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Seeking Heaven at Seven 

    
 

Persons in churches across our District are signing up for the “Seeking Heaven at Seven” 
prayer effort! Below is a list of churches already involved and the number of persons praying 
each day. Check the list to make sure we have you down if you are participating and if you are 
not yet PLEASE give your people the opportunity to be blessed and to be a blessing! 

Robin 

Alabama City - 7                                                      

Albertville First - 38 

Asbury - 1 

Bellevue - 18 

Christ Central - 4 

Crossville First - 19 

Fairview (Aville) - 21 

Fort Payne First - 44 

Julia Street/Belcher’s Chapel - 18 

Mt. High - 4 

New Hope - 5 

New Oregon - 26 

Steele - 8 

The Summit - 35 

 

Union Chapel - 24 
 
Webster’s Chapel - 10 
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ALIVE WITH FIVE is in transition to EXIT 456!!!!  Coming Febru-

ary 24 & 25 Exit 456 for 4-6th graders will aid Tweens in their journey of 
faith as they prepare for Confirmation. For more information contact 
Mike Arnold at ltweenleader@gmail.com.  



 

 

 

CENTRAL FRIENDS 

 

RESPITE CARE FOR FAMILIES WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If Jesus walked the earth today, what would his ministry be?  Think of all the times that Jesus’ ministry 

focused on people with special needs.  He healed the blind, the deaf, the disabled.  Luke 14 says, “But 

when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.” 

 

There are over 50 million people with disabilities in the US.  Many are children.  The stress on a family 

with a disabled family member is enormous.  Christ Central Church recognizes the special needs and re-

sponsibilities placed on these families.  Through our desire to help these families, we have started a respite 

care ministry for families.  People with disabilities need a safe, accepting place to go and have fun, while 

caregivers receive a much needed break. 

 

We hope you and your family will consider being a part of this ministry. 

 

What is the mission of Central Friends? 

To provide respite relief for families caring for persons with disabilities by providing a loving, accepting 

place for the family and siblings to come and enjoy a night of fun. 

 

What services are provided? 

This ministry provides a time of relief to caregivers in our community who have loved ones with a disabil-

ity.  This ministry is not a medical service.  We do not offer medical advice or provide medical attention. 

 

Who can come? 

Central Friends night is open to persons age 3 and up with disabilities and their siblings.  RESERVA-

TIONS MUST BE MADE BY CALLING THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 256-442-6625. 

 

When is Central Friends night? 

Respite care is offered one Friday night each month from 6:00-10:00PM.  February 24th is the next date. 

 

Do I have to live in Rainbow City in order to participate? 

No. We take participants from anywhere. 

 

How much does it cost? 

There is no cost to those who attend.  The service is offered solely as a ministry of Christ Central Church. 

 

CHRIST CENTRAL CHURCH 

409 W GRAND AVE, RAINBOW CITY, AL 35906  (256)442-6625 
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FAIR HAVEN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
 

 
     February is the month when many of our churches set aside a time to receive a 
Fountain of Love Offering benefiting residents living at Fair Haven Retirement 
Community, our Methodist Home for the Aging in the Conference.  The Fountain 
of Love provides financial assistance to elderly residents who have exhausted their 
own resources.  Methodist Homes offers FREE promotion materials for this  
offering and if you have not already done so, bulletin inserts and envelopes can be 
ordered by visiting www.methodisthomes.org for a simple online order form, or 
call Sherri at 205-951-2442 and order offering material today.  Though the usual 
emphasis is in February, a Fountain of Love Offering for Fair Haven is welcome 
any time of the year.  Thank you for helping to support this special ministry to 
“God’s Older Children”. 

 

Sherri Easdon 

Public Relations 

Methodist Homes Corporation 

1520 Cooper Hill Road 

Birmingham, AL  35210 

205-951-2442 
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Gadsden First to Host Dr. Thomas G. Long 
 
 

 The clergy of the Mountain Lakes District are invited to “An Afternoon with Dr. 
Tom Long” on Saturday, February 4th, from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.  Dr. Long, Bandy Profes-
sor of Preaching at Candler School of Theology, Emory University, is well known for his 
writing and teaching.  His books include:  
 

What Shall We Say?: Evil, Suffering and the Crisis of Faith (2011) 

Accompany Them with Singing – The Christian Funeral (2009) 

Preaching From Memory to Hope (2009) 

The Witness of Preaching, Second Edition (2005) 
 
Dr. Long’s presentation will be part of the 2012 recognition of Hardin Scholars at 

Gadsden First.  The Hardin Scholarship was established in the 1980’s by Mrs. Mary G. 
Hardin and her daughters, Elisabeth and Mary Lee to help defray the expenses of semi-
nary education for persons attending Candler School of Theology from the North Ala-
bama Conference.  Gadsden First has hosted numerous “Hardin Sundays” over the 
years to honor recipients of the scholarship. 

 
In addition to the Saturday afternoon time with clergy, Dr. Long will be present for a 

luncheon honoring Hardin Scholars beginning at 11:30 AM on the 4th, then will preach 
at both worship services at Gadsden First on Sunday, February 5th. 

 
 Mark your calendars now for “An Afternoon with Dr. Tom Long” on Saturday, 

February 4, 2012, at Gadsden First United Methodist Church, 115 S. 5th Street in Down-
town Gadsden. 
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Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members 
Meeting 
 
Date:  2/25/2012     Time 9:00am-2:00pm 
 
Address:  St. James United Methodist Church –Irondale 
                2604 Haygood Street 
                Irondale, AL 35210 
 
Contact:  Rev. Mike Densmore 
Coordinator Email:  mcoeden@knology.net 
(256)749-9355 
 
There will be a business meeting of The Fellowship from 9:00am-10:00am and beginning at 
10:00am –2:00pm, Rev. Sheri Ferguson and Jonathan Waddel will conduct a Pastoral Care 
Session. 
 
This Pastoral Care Session is a prerequisite for anyone who plans to apply for Associate Mem-
bership.  It will also be a helpful training for any pastor.  There is a recommended and sug-
gested text that you are encouraged to have for this meeting.  It is Basic Types of Pastoral Care 
and Counseling; Resources for the Ministry of Healing and Growth by Howard Clinebell and 
Bridget McKeever, Abingdon Press, 2011.  You may purchase this book from Amazon or 
Cokesbury.   
If you have questions, please contact Rev. Mike Densmore . 
 



Great Start—Let’s Move Toward Our Goal 
 
The Mountain Lakes District started a pilot plan to fund mission giving throughout our connection and the world that is very differ-
ent from what we have previously done. This year, instead of each church being “apportioned” amounts for the various funds toward 
district funds, annual conference giving, and world missions, we have received all of the information needed as a district and are 
asking each congregation to give 10% of their general fund to the district and the district will apply that to all of the mission sources. 
Since we are asking each congregation to submit this tithe monthly, this how we will report how we are doing. Each month, in the 
district newsletter, we will report every congregation that has participated and what each church tithed to missions. We have a dis-
trict team of 8 clergy and 8 laity that will oversee this mission giving for us.  We are at the end of our first year of the 10% Tithe Pro-
gram, so if you are behind, pay quarterly or haven’t paid at all, please catch up by the end of December.  We will be under this plan 
in 2012, but we are only approved for one more year, at this point.  We will go back to the apportionment system if we are not suc-
cessful. 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR JANUARY 

 

 

01/03/12 
3002-Albertville First $3596.90 (Dec) 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $67.90 (Dec) 
3011-Bellevue $1000.00 (Oct) 
3011-Bellevue $1000.00 (Nov) 
3011-Bellevue $1000.00 (Dec) 
3028-Collinsville $604.13 (Dec) 
3031-Crossville First $1396.00 (Dec) 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $100.33 (Nov) 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $62.56 (Dec) 
3037-Dutton $285.48 (Dec) 
3039-Ebenezer $349.30 (Dec) 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $559.30 (Dec) 
3054-Goodsell $140.00 (Nov) 
3054-Goodsell $137.00 (Dec) 
3058-Henagar $416.90 (Dec) 
3060-Hewett Memorial $500.00 (Dec) 
3067-Julia Street $527.90 (Nov) 
3067-Julia Street $566.50 (Dec) 
3076-McNutt $86.40 (Dec) 
3081-Mt. Carmel $54.00 (Dec) 
3083-Mt. Oak $98.30 (Dec) 
3088-New Oregon $1117.42 (Dec) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $63.20 (Oct) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $48.80 (Nov) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $54.10 (Dec) 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $385.15 (Dec) 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $601.00 (Dec) 
3109-Skirum $595.15 $595.15 (Dec) 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $95.00 (Jul) 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $88.30 (Aug) 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $58.30 (Nov) 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $78.80 (Dec) 
3112-Snead Memorial $70.00 (Dec) 
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $69.00 (Dec) 
3131-Union Hill $564.80 (Dec) 
3139-Whitehall $114.90 (Dec) 
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01/05/12 
3001-Alabama City $325.40 (Dec) 
3003-Altoona First $508.82 (Dec) 
3004-Antioch $195.00 (Dec) 
3013-Blanche $137.40 (Dec) 
3014-Blountsville $757.40 (Nov) 
3020-Cedar Hill $382.50 (Dec) 
3027-Collins Chapel $244.10 (Nov) 
3027-Collins Chapel $222.10 (Dec) 
3036-Douglas $332.70 (Nov) 
3036-Douglas $340.00 (Dec) 
3042-Fairview $1117.00 (Dec) 
3044-Flat Rock $233.10 (Dec) 
3049-Gadsden First $9643.30 (Dec) 
3056-Haygood Memorial $374.43 (Dec) 
3059-Henryville $200.00 (Nov) 
3059-Henryville $300.00 (Dec) 
3063-Howelton $282.50 (Dec) 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (Dec) 
3072-Lusk Chapel $177.60 (Dec) 
3074-Marvin $144.50 (Dec) 
3077-Mentone $216.50 (May) 
3077-Mentone $186.30 (June) 
3077-Mentone $225.00 (Jul) 
3077-Mentone $250.10 (Aug) 
3077-Mentone $148.50 (Sept) 
3077-Mentone $250.00 (Oct) 
3077-Mentone $202.50 (Nov) 
3077-Mentone $208.30 (Dec) 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $45.70 (Dec) 
3093-Pleasant Grove (Joppa) $208.00 (Dec) 
3097-Portersville $105.20 (Nov) 
3101-Robertson Chapel $515.65 (Dec) 
3102-Rock Springs $124.00 (Nov) 
3102-Rock Springs $175.00 (Dec) 
3111-Snead First $747.40 (Dec) 
3116-St. Mark’s $255.00 (Dec) 
3121-Steele $1082.54 (Dec) 
3127-Turkeytown $213.00 (Dec) 
3130-Union Chapel $592.80 (Dec) 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $244.50 (Dec) 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $201.08 (Dec) 



Fair Share Remittance Continued 
 
 
 

01/10/12 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $602.99 (Nov) 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $955.69 (Dec) 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $364.29 (Dec) 
3024-Christ Central $1000 (Dec) 
3046-Forrest Home $141.10 (Dec) 
3047-Ft. Payne First $5362.83 (Dec) 
3052-Gibbs Chapel $48.01 (Dec) 
3055-Guntersville First $16,887.64 (Dec) 
3062-Hokes Bluff $3955.87 (Dec) 
3070-Lester Memorial $6596.63 (Dec) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $182.04 (Nov) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $196.80 (Dec) 
3097-Portersville $88.60 (Dec) 
3098-Rainbow City $1935.32 (Dec) 
3113-Southside (Grant) $166.00 (Nov) 
3113-Southside (Grant) $112.00 (Dec) 
3115-Springville First $5197.91 (Dec) 
3120-St Paul (Ft Payne) $484.10 (Dec) 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $119.90 (Dec) 
 

01/12/12 
3005-Antioch (Attalla) $344.48 (Dec) 
3007-Asbury (Ft Payne) $1919.60 (Dec) 
3014-Blountsville $3525.33 (Dec) 
3016-Bothwell $88.90 (Dec) 
3021-Centre $76.85 (Dec) 
3022-Centre First $4805.70 (Dec) 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $139.20 (Dec) 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $211.60 (Dec) 
3057-Hebron $268.70 (Dec) 
3068-Keener $100.00 (Jan-Dec) 
3073-Martling $100.00 (Jan-Dec) 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $156.00 (Dec) 
3080-Mountain Chapel $291.39 (Dec) 
3085-New Bethel $78.48 (Dec) 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville) $223.00 (Dec) 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $316.50 (Dec) 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $814.58 (Dec) 
3126-Tucker’s Chapel $100.00 (Jan-Dec) 
3134-Walnut Grove $305.31 (Dec) 
 

01/17/12 
3025-Christ Church $128.10 (Dec) 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $178.00 (Dec) 
3132-Valley Head $235.15 (Dec) 
 

01/18/12 
3009-Attalla First $528.72 (Nov) 
3009-Attalla First $844.80 (Dec) 
3038-East Gadsden $134.69 (Dec) 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $230.20 (Dec) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (Mar) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (April) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (May) 
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01/18/12, con’t 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (June) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (July) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (Aug) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (Sept) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (Nov) 
3114-Southside (Southside) $372.22 (Dec) 
 

01/24/12 
3048-Fyffe $134.90 (Nov) 
3048-Fyffe $141.10 (Dec) 
3087-New Hope $169.00 (Dec) 
 

01/26/12 
3069-King’s Chapel $97.50 (Oct) 
3069-King’s Chapel $87.00 (Nov) 
3069-King’s Chapel $104.50 (Dec) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (April) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (May) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (June)  
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (July) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (Aug) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (Sept) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (Oct) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (Nov) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $450.00 (Dec) 
 
 
 

 

The Fair Share Remittance forms were mailed on January 

31st.  Please make sure that you use the return envelopes 

that are provided to mailed your tithes.   If you have any 

questions, please call me.  

Thanks, 

Amy 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amy@mldistrict.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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United Methodist Men 
 

                

President, Jeff Prince 
(256)438-0133 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

President, Susan Minton 
(256)390-0658 

Rev. Sheri Ferguson will be seeing appoint-
ments at Gadsden First. If you would like an 
appointment with Sheri, her number is 205-
824-8320.  She will be in town on February 
8th. Her email address is sfergu-
sonumpcc@gmail.com.  The conference insur-
ance gives you 8 FREE Employee Assistance 
Program visits, plus 50 after that at $15.00 co-
pay.  These visits can be used for consultation, 
coaching, etc. .. as well as counseling. 

Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@northalabamaumc.org   amy@mldistrict.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 

 

 

Your churches information 

Could be here! 


