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Well the short answer to the title of this article is no one knows but the Lord. But my prayer is that it will 

bring the following things: 

 

Personal growth. I want to be closer to my Lord how about you? But I know that depends upon me. God 

has already proven through Christ how much He loves me. So I must have a plan. I intend to continue 

my practice of journaling. Each morning I arise and read what I wrote in my journal, I have them as far 

back as September of 2005. I then write for the day. They are a combination of a diary and a prayer 

journal. I talk about what I did yesterday what I hope to do today and ask God’s blessings and guid-

ance. I am not sure at this point if I could not do this. I also have been listening/reading through the 

Bible. I have read all the New Testament and I am presently in Proverbs. My goal is to finish the Bible 

and start over with the New Testament sometime in 2015. I will continue to meet with my account-

ability group. We are scheduled to meet nine times in 2015. I make this a priority in my calendar. I 

will attend the Prayer Summit in January. This time of reflection has been valuable as I start each year 

and especially valuable as I leave there and start the appointment process each year. 

 

Growth as a Methodist Pastor. I desire to grow in my vocation. I will continue to read and study. It is 

tempting to refresh the old but God always has something new. This is why I have been writing a re-

flection on the book of Romans. I take one verse each day (I must admit this ends up being 4 or 5 

times a week) and I write a page upon that verse. For those of you who have been coming to the Dis-

trict Bible study, which by the way starts again on March 2
nd

, you have been exposed to my work 

here. I am in the twelfth chapter and plan to start a new book when this is done. I will read several 

books this year and attend workshops. I want to grow until God calls me home. One of our retired 

pastors still writes a sermon every week even though he doesn’t serve a church full time, I want to be 

like him! 

 

Growth as a husband, Dad, and Papa. I want to continue to be the best I can be for my family. I want to 

prioritize well, spend quality time with those that mean the most to me. I want to be a good Son to 

my aging parents. A good husband to my wonderful wife. A good Dad to my two grown children. And 

an amazing Papa to my seven grandchildren. 

 

Well these are just a few thoughts on this rainy day just two shy of the day we celebrate Jesus birth. May 

God bless all of you and may your Christmas be holy and your New Year be full of blessings. 

 

Robin 
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BASIC LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES  

TRAINING  

JANUARY 17, 2015 

8:00AM-6:00PM 

RAINBOW CITY FIRST UMC 

 

     We will be offering the Basic Lay Servant Ministries Class 

here in the Mountain Lakes District on January 17, 2015 from 

8am –6pm.  This fulfills the ten hours needed.  We realize this 

will be a long day but it will keep persons from having to 

spend the night if we were to have a Friday night and Satur-

day event.  The class will be taught by District Superintendent 

Robin Scott, Retired Elder Ben Padgett and several Lay Lead-

ers.  The cost will be $25 per person, which will cover your 

book, breakfast and lunch.    

256-546-7405 or amarbut@umcna.org  

 

An Advanced Class will be offered in April. 

*The location of this class has been moved to Rainbow City 

First UMC, because of the number of participants.*  Thank 

you Rainbow City First UMC for accommodating us! 
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The North Alabama Conference Pastors' Prayer Summit will take place at Camp Suma-

tanga beginning Monday, January 26, at 10:00 am, and ends on Wednesday, January 

28, at 3:00 pm. You may register for the Prayer Summit by emailing Sharon Ams 

at sams@christchurchtv.org or call her with any questions at (205) 991-5065. The three day 

summit costs $275.00 for full-time Pastors. We are grateful for resources that have been 

provided that allow Part-Time Local Pastors to participate for $100.00.  Payment may be 

made to Christ Church United Methodist. Partial and full scholarships are available. The 

North Alabama United Methodist Prayer Summit gathering is open to all pastors and staff in 

the North Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church. The Prayer Summit is a 

time for our conference to gather in prayer for spiritual renewal and awakening in The United 

Methodist Church. Out of the realization that no one local church nor one pastor can renew 

an entire denomination, our prayer is for God to "fan into flame" an experience of the Holy 

Spirit's presence and vibrancy of Jesus Christ through a critical mass of pastors who set 

themselves before God in prayer in hopes of experiencing God's renewing & awakening 

grace. We would gather and seek God together with the expectation that God will guide us 

through a humbling, healing, uniting process, which will lead us into unity of heart, mind, and 

mission.  If you would like to mail your payment, please send it to Christ Church 5091 Cald-

well Mill Rd.; Birmingham AL, 35242.   

 

We are also delighted to announce that our own, Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, will 

be participating in this year’s North Alabama Conference Prayer Summit. 
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LOCAL PASTOR INTERVIEWS (2015) 
 
United Methodist Local Pastors and Candidates for Ministry, 
 
Thank you for serving God and pursuing HIS call on your life. These annual interviews are a time we can 
pray for one another, share testimonies of God’s work, and hold one another accountable.     
 
Annual Local Pastor Interviews and Candidates are set for: 
Thursday January 8, 2015, @ The Summit UMC, in Albertville, 4:00pm-8:00pm  
Saturday January 10, 2015, @ ML District Office, 8:00am-1:00pm 
                             
  Reminders: 
All Local Pastors are required by the Discipline to have an annual interview. 
For those pastors who have NOT completed "Course of Study" a “CLERGY MENTOR REPORT” needs to be 
completed prior to the interviews. Those pastors who have not completed COURSE OF STUDY will need to 
meet with Board of Ordained Ministry (BOOM) representative Sherri Reynolds or Steve Baccus the day of 
your interview. 
   
Thank you, 
  
Harvey Beck,  dCOM Chair 
Robin Scott, District Superintendent 
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An Invitation to 

United Methodist Women 

Mt. Lakes District 

A District Planning Meeting and Annual Meeting will be held Satur-

day, January 10, at 10:00 A.M. 

at St. Paul United Methodist Church in Boaz, Alabama. 

It is very important for the women of Mt. Lakes to attend this meeting and 

plan the next two years of work in missions. 

North Alabama Conference United Methodist Women will be in attendance 

and District Superintendent Robin Scott is working with his schedule and 

hopes to attend, also. 

If you need directions to St. Paul UMC please contact Jacque Clay at 256 

593-4725 or jclay@charter.net. 

I do not need to remind you how important the work of United Methodist 

Women continues to be.  Mission work at home here in the United States 

and mission work in the foreign field would not exist as it does today were 

it not for United Methodist Women. 

Attached is a survey which we would like for you to bring with you Satur-

day.  If you find you cannot attend please mail the survey to the address 

on the survey. 

 

Jacque Clay      Carol Ruth DeVore 

North Alabama Conference   North Alabama Conference 

United Methodist Women    United Methodist Women 

Vice President 2013-2014   President 2015-2016 
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MOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT QUESTIONAIREMOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT QUESTIONAIREMOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT QUESTIONAIREMOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT QUESTIONAIRE    
    

Over the past few years the Mountain Lakes District United Methodist Women has struggled 
for officers and for member participation. We would like some input from you on possible 
causes and more importantly solutions so that Mountain Lakes can become a viable part of 
North Alabama Conference United Methodist Women again. 
 

 

Have you and/or your unit been to any district or conference event in 2013-14? 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
If not please share why and what changes would make it possible for you to attend?
___________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How much communication have you received?  ___________________________ 
 
Have you sent in your contact information? ______________________________ 
 
Which way do you prefer to be contacted? (letter, e-mail, etc.)_______________ 

 

Are you willing to serve in an office? If so which one?_______________________ 
 
Do you know anyone else willing to serve?________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
With the restructuring of UMW it is no longer necessary for all officers to commit to a 2 year 
term,    You can help on a specific project on a project by project basis.  Are interested in help-
ing in that way?____________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any additional suggestions or concerns? _________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

If you cannot attend the meeting we still need your input.  Please complete and mail to Jacque Clay, 303 If you cannot attend the meeting we still need your input.  Please complete and mail to Jacque Clay, 303 If you cannot attend the meeting we still need your input.  Please complete and mail to Jacque Clay, 303 If you cannot attend the meeting we still need your input.  Please complete and mail to Jacque Clay, 303 

Barksdale Lane, Boaz, AL 35056.  Barksdale Lane, Boaz, AL 35056.  Barksdale Lane, Boaz, AL 35056.  Barksdale Lane, Boaz, AL 35056.  jclay@charter.netjclay@charter.netjclay@charter.netjclay@charter.net        
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Fair Share Remittance—10% Tithe 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR NOVEMBER 2014 
 

12/02/14 
3065-Ider $227.40 (October) 
3085-New Bethel $84.35 (October) 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $145.00 (October) 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $550.00 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $173.35 (September) 
3132-Valley Head $110.67 (October) 
 

12/04/14 
3012-Bethlehem $285.60 
3016-Bothwell $147.00 
3020-Cedar Hill $512.30 
3025-Christ Church $134.20 (October) 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3029-Corbinville $205.10 
3031-Crossville First $1,025.00 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $459.90 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $610.00 (October) 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $713.00 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $34.20 (October) 
3053-Glencoe First $81.50 (wk of 11/16) 
3053-Glencoe First $130.80 (wk of 11/30) 
3056-Haygood Memorial $298.31 
3058-Henagar First $619.60 
3073-Martling $59.00 
3073-Martling $59.00 (December) 
3076-McNutt Memorial $98.10 
3080-Mountain Chapel $328.44 
3081-Mt. Carmel $121.10 
3082-Mt. High $283.80 
3083-Mt. Oak $171.80 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $71.45 
3097-Portersville $138.20 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $296.40 
3109-Skirum $776.90 
3116-St. Mark’s $490.00 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $544.50 (October) 
3122-Sweet Home $1,065.66 
3129-Union $155.20 
3130-Union Chapel $1,145.39 
3136-Warrenton $699.00 (October) 

12/04/14, con’t 
3141-Whorton Bend $254.74 
 

12/09/14 
3002-Albertville First $3,896.80 
3004-Antioch (Blount) $142.00 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $107.80 
3028-Collinsville First $551.73 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $257.00 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $104.54 (October) 
3038-East Gadsden $1,156.05 
3044-Flat Rock $269.50 
3047-Fort Payne First $4,106.31 
3057-Hebron $293.00 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $589.31 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $57.50 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $215.70 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $163.00 (October) 
3088-New Oregon $1,487.62 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $229.00 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $84.00 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $587.13 
3111-Snead First $967.40 
3115-Springville First $2,965.36 
3117-St. Mary’s $92.10 (August) 
3117-St. Mary’s $77.08 (September) 
3118-St. Paul (Boaz) $1,665.23 
3121-Steele $1,065.22 
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $118.00 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $147.00 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $134.75 
3139-Whitehall $300.40 
 

12/11/14 
3005-Antioch-Goodsell $506.22 
3007-Asbury (Ft. Payne) $2,754.00 
3011-Bellevue $1,655.87 
3013-Blanche $553.70 
3017-Brooklyn $66.00 
3022-Centre First $4,736.96 

Thank You for Being Faithful 

I am glad to announce that through good stewardship and your faithfulness that we are increasing the grants going back into local 
churches from two thousand a month to three thousand a month! We have gone from this program not existing to 36,000.00 a year 
in just three years. Thank you! We have been able to assist 44 Local churches this past year with projects that include outreach 
food programs, acolyte programs, roof repairs, The Landing (Guntersville), building repairs, new signs, playground equipment, 
church lock-ins, college grants, “Blessings in a back-pack”, Blue Pond Boys, staff and insurance needs. This is due to your faith-
fulness. So I thank all of you who faithfully gave their tithe. I encourage those of you who give but not tithe to continue to work 
toward a tithe. This money is making a difference here in the ML District and beyond. 
 
Robin 



 

12/11/14, con’t 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $617.70 
3037-Dutton $257.10 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $404.58 
3051-Geraldine First $752.90 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1,688.90 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $198.00 
3098-Rainbow City First $1,781.30 
3112-Snead Memorial $128.00 
3127-Turkeytown $163.50 (September) 
3127-Turkeytown $154.30 (October) 
3127-Turkeytown $244.00 
 

12/16/14 
3001-Alabama City $248.07 (September) 
3001-Alabama City $270.00 (October) 
3001-Alabama City $399.10 
3015-Bogan Chapel $93.20 (September) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $97.32 (October) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $95.96 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $1,096.09 
3040-Ebenezer (Grove Oak) $203.00 
3046-Forrest Home $207.90 (September) 
3046-Forrest Home $170.36 (October) 
3046-Forrest Home $246.30 
3053-Glencoe First $205.00 (wk of 12/7) 
3055-Guntersville First $14,419.34 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (December) 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $384.44 
3117-St. Mary’s $66.50 (October) 
3117-St. Mary’s $27.96 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $737.60 
3132-Valley Head $100.95 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $484.90 
 

12/18/14 
3003-Altoona First $844.92 
3021-Centre (Blount) $87.64 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $94.34 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1,528.00 
3053-Glencoe First $112.00 (wk of 12/14) 
3059-Henryville $1,830.00 
3066-Joppa $586.90 
3067-Julia Street $368.35 (August) 
 
 

12/29/14 
3025-Christ Church $151.80 (December) 
3036-Douglas $270.80 (October) 
3036-Douglas $251.20 
3049-Gadsden First $6,516.70 
3063-Howellton $292.90 
3074-Marvin $126.00 
3095-Pleasant Hill $275.00 
3101-Robertson Chapel $590.30 
3114-Southside (Southside) $724.10 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $218.66 (October) 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $858.70 
3134-Walnut Grove $190.00 (December) 
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Contagious 2015  

 
 

Contagious is a conference for leaders and volunteers 
who work with children in churches of any size and 
any denomination.  Your children's ministry team will 
enjoy team building, networking, worship, breakout 
sessions of your choice, VBS curriculum preview from 
at least two different companies, and much more.       
 
 Contagious 2015 is designed with the bi-vocational 
and volunteer children’s minister in mind.  The sched-
ule begins on Friday evening and ends early enough 
Saturday to get you home before bedtime.  However, if 
you want even more, there is a pre-conference lab this 
year.  Patty Smith (Ideasparks) will teach us how to 
plan relevant, experiential, and meaningful learning 
opportunities for the children in our ministries.  The 
lab is free if you register by December 31, 2014.  After 
that date, you can still attend for a fee of only $25 per 
person.   
 
Registration Cost & Dates: 
This year, registration includes a t-shirt, lunch on Sat-
urday, beverages, and a goody bag! 
 
$79 for first registrant (through midnight Sept. 1) 
 
$99 for first registrant (Sept. 2-Dec. 31) 
 
$109 for first registrant (beginning Jan. 1) 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated  
recently? What has your church done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain 
Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE email your notes to  
amarbut@umcna.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd,  
Gadsden, AL 35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new 

things weekly.  If you have things you want on the web-

page, call the district office, we will get them on there for 

you! 
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Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@umcna.org   amarbut@umcna.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

The United Methodist Men of the Mountain Lakes  

District will hold their January 2015 meeting at First 

United Methodist Church of Rainbow City, 3208  

Rainbow Drive, Rainbow City, AL . 

The date and time is January 15th at 6pm.   

Dinner will be served,  

followed by speaker Bob Pine, Author of the book 

“Pious Bob,” 

Bob is also involved in Kairos Ministry, Attended the 

Naval Academy where he was a teammate of  

Roger Staubach. 


