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These are the last of the ten things that I believe that our churches need to be part of, if we are going to once 

again impact this world for Christ.  The April and May Newsletters have points 1-6.  You can see those on our 

website if you missed them. (www.mountainlakesdistrict.org) Please use these in any way that will be helpful to 

you or your church.  

 7) We will support emerging congregations and ministries!  
Too often existing churches view new churches as a threat. In reality every church should have as one of their 
goals the establishment of new congregations and/or new ministries. New churches, new worship services and 
new outreach ministries should be the by-product of our love for Christ just like children should come into the 
world as a result of our deep love for our husband or wife. We should be reproducing for the Kingdom both by 
having children and by adopting those who may not have had the privilege of growing up in a Christian home. 
Planting new churches and congregations should be our goal not something we tolerate. We will support the 
creation of new ministries, worship services, and/or congregations here in the MLD!  

8) We will promote lay Ministry in all our churches.  
"Lay members of the UMC are by history and calling, active advocates of the Gospel of Jesus Christ." (pg. 89 
2008 Discipline) We are all called by God to serve God and share our faith. The pastor's role is to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry. Every member is a minister. There are no bench warmers we are all in the 
game! Therefore it is the responsibility of every church to help every member to discover their spiritual gifts 
and to learn how to use them for the benefit of the body of Christ!  
9) We will be churches that give faithfully toward the Kingdom we are apart  
of!  
We will teach our people to tithe. We will not do this in order to "make the budget" but because it is to our 
spiritual benefit to do so. If we refuse as leaders to teach tithing we rob our people of God's blessings. Our  
financial support will be more than enough for our local ministries, more than enough for our connectional 
ministries and more than enough to go into the entire world. There is not a scarcity of resources there is a lack 
of Biblical teaching in the area of finances! Remember our Discipline states as Pastor's we are to "encourage 
giving as a spiritual discipline by teaching the biblical principles of giving." (pg.252: 2008 Discipline)  
10) Finally we will work with people of all denominations to build Christ  
Kingdom.  
We are the body of Christ and we do not claim to be lithe" church for everyone. God has a place in His  
Kingdom for all His people and we will work with each other, not in opposition to one another. As Wesley 
said if you love Christ take my hand and let's tell the world about His Amazing Grace! What ministries do you 
have in your local church that involves other churches of other denominations? If the answer is none we are 
probably robbing our community of blessings that God desires to give.  
 

Robin Scott, District Superintendent 
              The Dash needs volunteers and churches to aid with transportation and to bring a meal 

A Way Forward for the Churches of the Mt. Lakes District 



 

Mountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes District    
Prayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors    

 

Seeking Heaven at Seven 
 
 
 

Persons in churches across our District are signing up for the “Seeking Heaven at Seven” 
prayer effort! Below is a list of churches already involved and the number of persons praying 
each day. Check the list to make sure we have you down if you are participating and if you are 
not yet PLEASE give your people the opportunity to be blessed and to be a blessing! 

Robin 

Alabama City - 7                                                      

Albertville First - 38 

Asbury - 1 

Bellevue - 18 

Christ Central - 29 
 
Crossville First –19 
 
Webster’s Chapel - 10 
 
Gadsden First - 58 
 
Cedar Hill - 24 
 
Fairview (Centre) - 12 
 
Asbury (Albertville) - 18 
 
Martling - 12 
 
Asbury (Ft. Payne) - 9 
 
Hokes Bluff First - 23 
 
Southside (Southside) - 17 
 
Guntersville First - 96 
 
Cedar Bluff - 38 
 
Springville First - 27  
   
Smith’s Chapel– 3 
 
Red Hill (Attalla) - 45 
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Fairview (Albertville)-21 
 
Ft Payne First-44 
 
Julia Street/Belcher’s Chpl-18 
 
Mount High-4 
 
New Hope-5 
 
New Oregon –31 
 
Steele –8 
 
The Summit –35 
 
Haygood –9 
 
Howellton -33 
 
Samuel’s Chapel –27 
 
East Gadsden-31 
 
Pleasant Hill(Gadsden)-4 
 
St. Paul(Gadsden)-25 
 
 
 

Robertsonson Chapel –23 
 
Trinity (Rainsville)-20 
 
Sweet Home –11 
 
Sand Rock-7 
 
Pleasant Hill (Springville) -8 
 
Union Chapel –24 
 
St. Mary’s - 10 
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The True Story 

Rev. Sherri Reynolds 

Christ Central Church 
 

Many of you from across the district may have heard or read about the vandalism that occurred at Christ Central 
Church on June 17. The media reports focused on the occult symbols left upon the property, the damage, costs, criminal 
charges, and police investigations. While this is what the news reported, I do not believe that is the story that the media 
should be covering. The real story and the story of our great God is the message that I want to share with the world. 

 

 I want to tell everyone that more good has come from the vandalism than bad. I witnessed Rainbow City rally 
around us in a powerful way. Our mayor, the police chief, the police and firefighters came and helped clean up the graf-
fiti. People have been praying for our church and the leadership from other churches has been very supportive. We have 
gotten positive publicity and been given an opportunity to share a message of forgiveness. Christ Central has been given 
some incredible opportunities for ministry over the past two weeks. Ministry has continued despite the media circus and 
the additional work that needed to get done. 
 God is good. In closing, I remind you words that I have spoken many times and claimed many times, over the 
past eight days. “Even though you intended to do harm for me, God intended it for good…” (Genesis 50:20a) This past 
week has been evidence of what an awesome God that we serve. 

 Thank you fellow United Methodist from across the district for your support, prayers, and offers of help. I thank 

God to be in an amazing connectional system with you. 
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STEPPING OUT ON FAITH 

 
 
 

East Gadsden UMC is stepping out on faith and doing something new.  Like many churches, East 
Gadsden UMC has experienced change in their surrounding community.  East Gadsden UMC is 
reaching out with a new vision for what God can accomplish in its community.  God offers us a chal-
lenge every time we are sent in a direction to do something new. 

 

East Gadsden UMC Visioning Team has proposed several components to this new venture in minis-
try.  Some of the components are taking ministry already in place and “super sizing” it.  Other compo-
nents will be new to the church. 

 

One of the ministries that has been very successful is the Food Pantry and Clothes Closet.  This past 
week they served 65 families with a generous box of food and clothing.  This ministry is always in 
need of donations and will continue in its efforts to serve more families. 

 

The Dash began about 18 months ago as a gathering of as many as 70 young people from the local 
community.  This group includes teens and children that meet each Sunday at 6:30 pm.  Troy Walker, 
the new pastor at EGUMC, will be taking this gathering to the next level as he guides the young peo-
ple and hopefully young adults in a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.  Currently The Dash is serv-
ing pizza as the young people come together, but would like to have your assistance in serving a meal 
each week.  The plan is to shape this into a worship service that will not only continue to attract chil-
dren and teens, but also young adults utilizing the experience of our older adults to help teach the love 
of Christ and the Word of God. 

 

Beginning this school year, EGUMC will be offering a free after-school program for Donehoo Ele-
mentary students called the East Gadsden CLICK (Children Learning In Christ’s Kingdom).  The di-
rector of the program is Kelly Seahorn.  The idea is to offer a safe Christian environment for the chil-
dren and provide homework help and guidance.  It will also include an array of activities such as: art, 
computer, drama/story time, devotion, music, indoor and outdoor group games and more. 

 

Other plans are in the dream stage and will be developed further as time goes on. 

 

This is a HUGE undertaking for a church that has declined in membership over the past several years.  
One way we are able to address this is tapping into the connectionalism of the United Methodist 
Church.  We will primarily be calling upon the churches in the Gadsden Circuit to help make this an 
effective and productive place of ministry for the Kingdom of God.  You and your church are inviting 
you to be a part of this new and exciting ministry path.  There are many ways you can help. 
 

            The Dash needs volunteers and churches to aid with transportation and to bring a meal 
 to share with the young people.  This would also be a great opportunity to include the 
 young people of your church in this great ministry. 
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REV. TROY WALKER, EAST GADSDEN UMC                                                                          

 

 

 The After School Program (CLICK) which will begin in late August needs transportation 

 for the children each day from the school to the church, picnic tables, classroom furniture 

            (new or used: 6 short tables and  30 children’s chairs), AR books, Snacks, a 

 refrigerator, and Homework volunteers. 

 

 The Food Pantry/Clothes Closet needs volunteers and is always in need of food staples. 
 Most of the food is purchased from the Central Alabama Food Bank, but Peanut Butter 
 and Canned Meats are always  in short supply. 

 

If you or your church can help in any way or would like more information, please contact Rev Diane Housler at 

256-295-1365.  She will be coordinating volunteers and donations for the ministry at EGUMC.  Our plan is to 

sow seeds and work toward a great harvest for the Kingdom of God.  Join us! 
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What started as a random idea between the pastor and the 
Children’s Ministry Team at Sweet Home United Method-
ist Church in Gadsden, ended-up being one of the most 
extraordinary ministry opportunities of the year.  As the 
Children’s Team planned ministry activities for 2012, Pas-
tor Cowser suggested having a community celebration, 
called “Rock the Block,” to kick-off the summer. Imme-
diately, the team members began praying and visioning 
what all would be needed to reach new people and to 
“rock the block!” The finished product was amazing—
free food, live music, dance teams, games, bounce houses, 
face painting, and balloon animals. A team of volunteers 
from Sweet Home canvassed the neighborhood with fly-
ers—knocking on doors and inviting people to join the 
fun. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, what began as 
a small idea resulted in attracting over 250 people to the 
streets around the church on Saturday, April 28th.  The 
results of “Rock the Block” have radically changed the 
direction of the Sweet Home congregation. The members, 
from the senior adults to the youth and children, are in-
spired like never before to reach new people for Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Sweet Home U.M.C., Gadsden 

Rev. Dedric Cowser, Pastor 

 
Summer Missions at Lester Memorial UMC 

 

As school ends and we launch into summer we could label this time as the 
summer of missions at Lester Memorial.  We actually began in May, sending a 
work team to Cordova to help repair a home damaged by the tornado a year 
ago.  On May 23rd, about 50 volunteers unloaded, bagged and loaded 40,000 
pounds of sweet potatoes that were distributed to individuals and food banks 
and other churches.  But this was only a warm-up.  On June 17th our ASP team 
left to work in the Appalachian mountain region.  Our Jr. High youth worked with 
Urban Ministries in Birmingham that same week.  Then, on or about July 15th 
we have 20 folks headed to the Philippines for two weeks.  Isn’t it great to be in 
a Church that takes seriously God’s call to go into all of the world in Jesus’ 
name? 
 
Barry Hallman, Pastor 
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“THIS & THAT” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joppa UMC is having VBS, July 
18-20. 6-8pm and Saturday 
9am-1pm. We will be featuring a 
motorcycle theme and our 
guest will include members of 
the Christian Motorcycle  
Association. 

Bellevue UMC  has two upright pianos to 

give away! One is a “Cable,” probably 30 

years old or older.  The other is a “Kimball” 

and is also 30 years old.  The front leg on this 

piano is broken but still attached.  Any 

church that is interested in these pianos may 

have them free of charge, but must move 

them at their own cost.  Please contact the 

church office between 8:30-2:00, Mon-Fri for 

more information.  Please speak with Sandra.  

(256)547-0201 

Union Chapel UMC will have a three 

night revival at 7pm on July 29, 30th & 

31st. 

Speakers are: 

Robin Scott-29th 

Shane Vandergriff-30th 

Paul Vick-31st 

If you need directions, email Chris 

Herbert at 

cherbert@farmersagent.com.  

Marvin UMC needs a new church sign and 

needs your help! If your church is getting a 

new church sign Marvin will take your old 

sign.  Even better, if you would like to help 

them buy a new sign they would really  

appreciate it!  Tracy Huligan is in charge of 

this on-going project and his number is  

256-659-8326. 

McNutt Memorial UMC is in need of 20-25 

Red Methodist Hymnals with the publication 

date of 1989.  If you have a couple you could 

donate they would appreciate it.  Contact 

Don Burgess at 256-714-6904. 

Hokes Bluff First UMC  has a job opening for 

a Youth Minister Position (Part-Time).  Send 

your resume to:   

Kay West, Church Secretary  

hokesbluffsec@yahoo.com 

Church phone 256-492-2334 

Christ Central UMC is seeking a spiri-

tually led Assistant Youth Minister to 

work with our Youth Minister as a 

team in providing focus and direction 

to girls and boys in the church.   

Requirements include:  Bachelors  

degree (or pursuing one), a drive and 

passion for youth ministry, be a self 

starter, a teachable team player and a 

good role model.  Hours vary according 

to youth activities and average approxi-

mately 20 hours per week.  This is a 

part-time salaried position.  Interested 

persons should provide qualifications 

or resumes by June 30th to Christ  

Central, 409 W. Grand Ave, Rainbow 

City. AL 35906 or email them to  

secretary@christcentralchurch.org. 



Great Start—Let’s Move Toward Our Goal 
 
The Mountain Lakes District started a pilot plan to fund mission giving throughout our connection and the world that is very differ-
ent from what we have previously done. This year, instead of each church being “apportioned” amounts for the various funds toward 
district funds, annual conference giving, and world missions, we have received all of the information needed as a district and are 
asking each congregation to give 10% of their general fund to the district and the district will apply that to all of the mission sources. 
Since we are asking each congregation to submit this tithe monthly, this how we will report how we are doing. Each month, in the 
district newsletter, we will report every congregation that has participated and what each church tithed to missions. We have a dis-
trict team of 8 clergy and 8 laity that will oversee this mission giving for us.  We are at the end of our first year of the 10% Tithe Pro-
gram, so if you are behind, pay quarterly or haven’t paid at all, please catch up by the end of December.  We will be under this plan 
in 2012, but we are only approved for one more year, at this point.  We will go back to the apportionment system if we are not suc-
cessful. 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR MAY 
 

05/31/12 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $56.50  
3012-Bethlehem $337.60 
3013-Blanche $173.80 
3016-Bothwell $68.90 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $752.73 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3027-Collins Chapel $150.00 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $290.52 
3051-Geraldine First $200.00 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $38.41 
3058-Henagar $408.50 
3059-Henryville $1250.00 
3067-Julia Street $545.40 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $614.00 
3109-Skirum $659.89 
3114-Southside (Southside) $749.27 (March) 
3117-St. Mary’s $121.30 
3127-Turkeytown $236.00 (March) 
3127-Turkeytown $165.90 (April) 
3127-Turkeytown $210.00  
3129-Union $91.60 
3139-Whitehall $130.80 
3141-Whorton Bend $210.90 
 

06/05/12 
3004-Antioch $162.00 
3029-Corbinville $171.00 
3031-Crossville First $849.00 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $114.64 (April) 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $0.00 (May) 
3036-Douglas $310.85 (April) 
3036-Douglas $290.40 (May) 
3044-Flat Rock $204.40 
3047-Ft Payne First $3190.20 
3049-Gadsden First $5075.50 
3065-Ider $378.00 (April) 
3072-Lusk $101.30 
3076-McNutt Memorial $54.73 
3081-Mt Carmel $51.20 
3082-Mt High $237.90 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $158.00 (April) 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $370.41 
3104-Salem $221.00 
3105-Salem $305.90 
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06/05/12 con’t 
3108-Section $300.00 (March) 
3116-St Mark’s $335.00 (April) 
3121-Steele $764.54 
3122-Sweet Home $718.67 
3124-Trinity (Ft Payne) $52.00 
3131-Union Hill $488.28 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $407.82 
3142-The Summit $980.90 
 

06/07/12 
3001-Alabama City $332.63 
3002-Albertville First $2300.30 
3003-Altoona First $681.67 
3017-Brooklyn $59.00 
3025-Christ Church $170.10 
3028-Collinsville First $494.49 
3037-Dutton $212.70 
3040-Ebenezer $146.00 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $387.95 
3056-Haygood Memorial $197.50 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1000.00 
3062-Hokes Bluff $2147.27 
3063-Howellton $286.00 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $72.80 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $144.00 
3088-New Oregon $1210.85 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $140.80 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville) $234.00 
3098-Rainbow City First $1322.61 
3111-Snead First $654.40 
3112-Snead Memorial $96.00 
3115-Springville First $1377.38 
3130-Union Chapel $1026.99 
3134-Walnut Grove $297.89 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $465.80 
 

06/12/12 
3020-Cedar Hill $382.50 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $136.00 
3038-East Gadsden $1223.10 
3046-Forrest Home $265.10 
3065-Ider $264.00 
3073-Martling $59.00 



Fair Share Remittance Continued 
 
 
 

06/12/12 con’t 
3073-Martling $59.00 (June) 
3074-Marvin $127.50 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $166.50 
3083-Mt. Oak $80.10 
3097-Portersville $92.40 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $264.50 
 

06/14/12 
3005-Antioch $332.68 
3007-Asbury (Ft Payne) $2582.00 (April) 
3011-Bellevue $834.58 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $757.29 
3022-Centre First $3110.43 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $184.60 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $296.96 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1062.00 
3055-Guntersville First $10,042.77 
3057-Hebron $289.20 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (June) 
3080-Mountain Chapel $133.00 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $100.00 (February) 
3120-St Paul (Ft Payne) $523.70 
3136-Warrenton $787.00 
 

06/19/12 
3007-Asbury (Ft Payne) $1842 (March) 
3007-Asbury (Ft Payne) $1756 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $248.80 
3066-Joppa $90.00 
3070-Lester Memorial $5104.64 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $223.00 (June) 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $212.53 
3132-Valley Head $94.70 
 

06/21/12 
3053-Glencoe First $644.59  
3054-Goodsell $150.00 (April) 
3059-Henryville $1000.00 
3101-Robertson Chapel $544.10 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $93.70 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $620.10 
 

06/26/12 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $47.50 (June) 
3029-Corbinville $142.00 (June) 
3051-Geraldine First $581.09 (June) 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1250.00 (June) 
3085-New Bethel $54.40 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $202.00 
3117-St. Mary’s $132.10 (June) 
3141-Whorton Bend $197.20 (June) 
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The Fair Share Remittance forms were mailed on January 

31st.  Please make sure that you use the return envelopes 

that are provided to mailed your tithes.   If you have any 

questions, please call me.  

Thanks, 

Amy 

06/28/12 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 (June) 
3037-Dutton $182.13 (June) 
3098-Rainbow City First $1520.63 (June) 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $519.80 (June) 
3108-Section $300.00 (April) 
3113-Southside (Gville) $191.00  
3113-Southside (Gville) $176.00 (June) 
3122-Sweet Home $714.76 (June) 
 
 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amy@mldistrict.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@northalabamaumc.org   amy@mldistrict.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

     

 

    United Methodist Women               United Methodist Men 

 

    President,  Susan Minton               President, Jeff Prince 

 

          (256)390-0658                                (256)438-0133 

 

David Cunningham is available on an 
as needed basis.  You can schedule 
an appointment to talk with him at 
205-824-8320. The conference insur-
ance gives you 8 FREE Employee 
Assistance Program visits, plus 50 
after that at $15.00 co-pay.  These 
visits can be used for consultation,  
coaching, etc. .. as well as counsel-
ing. 


