
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

6/1-6/2-Annual Conference, Birmingham Southern                        6/17-Pastor’s 1st Sunday at new charge 
6/7-My People Pray—Gadsden Convention Hall, 5pm                  6/18-A-Team Meeting, St. Paul, Boaz, 6PM 
6/10-Christ Central-”Courageous” Movie 6pm                               6/24-Veteran’s Appreciation Day, Liberty UMC, 10:30am 
6/13-Pastor move day 

B U S I N E S S  N A M E  
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Over the next three months I will be sharing with you the ten things I believe our churches need to be part of if we are going to 

once again impact this world for Christ. Please use these in any way that will be helpful to you or your church. 

 

4) We are devoted to reaching all persons regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status, educational level or nationality.  

 

We are not trying to just win people like us to His Kingdom but all people, everywhere and anywhere. In too many of our 

churches there is no diversity because we are afraid that "new persons" may change our churches. Well from where I sit most 

of our churches need changing! I am not talking about quotas for the sake of quotas, I am talking about the fact that Jesus 

does not look upon man the way we look upon man; He looks at the heart. We are all one in Christ Jesus there is neither male 

nor female, slave nor free, Jew nor Gentile, we are all one in Christ Jesus!  

 

5) We are committed to raising up the next generation of leaders!  

 

For too long we have ignored the "Timothy's" in our midst and depended upon the "Paul's" as if they would always be with us. 

The church is only as strong as the leaders who are being raised up at this moment in time. A healthy church never has to look 

outside of its walls for the next leader. Is your church raising up the next generation that will take this gospel that we have 

been entrusted with to the community that God planted us in? Our Discipline states, “The obligation of servant leadership is 

the forming of Christian disciples in the covenant community of the congregation. This involves discerning and nurturing 

(people's) spiritual relationship with God. “ (Pg.92: 2008 Discipline)  

 

6) We will provide training and we will equip this next generation of leaders!  

 

This needs to be true on both a District and Local Church level. Jesus spent three years with those He would entrust the King-

dom to. It was very much a watch me do it, now let me watch you do it, now go and do it method. This generation needs to 

take over while we are still here to lean on. Get out of the way but don't abandon the way! Having someone to ask a question 

of who we know still loves this church we serve is such a blessing! Remember the Discipline states that one of our "duties" as 

a pastor is to train lay leadership, "equipping them to fulfill the ministry to which they are called." (pg. 252: 2008 Discipline) 

  

 

Robin Scott, District Superintendent 

 

A Way Forward for the Churches of the Mt. Lakes District 



 

Mountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes District    
Prayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors    

 

Seeking Heaven at Seven 
 
 
 

Persons in churches across our District are signing up for the “Seeking Heaven at Seven” 
prayer effort! Below is a list of churches already involved and the number of persons praying 
each day. Check the list to make sure we have you down if you are participating and if you are 
not yet PLEASE give your people the opportunity to be blessed and to be a blessing! 

Robin 

Alabama City - 7                                                      

Albertville First - 38 

Asbury - 1 

Bellevue - 18 

Christ Central - 29 
 
Crossville First –19 
 
Webster’s Chapel - 10 
 
Gadsden First - 58 
 
Cedar Hill - 24 
 
Fairview (Centre) - 12 
 
Asbury (Albertville) - 18 
 
Martling - 12 
 
Asbury (Ft. Payne) - 9 
 
Hokes Bluff First - 23 
 
Southside (Southside) - 17 
 
Guntersville First - 96 
 
Cedar Bluff - 38 
 
Springville First - 27  
   
Smith’s Chapel– 3 
 
Red Hill (Attalla) - 45 
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Fairview (Albertville)-21 
 
Ft Payne First-44 
 
Julia Street/Belcher’s Chpl-18 
 
Mount High-4 
 
New Hope-5 
 
New Oregon –31 
 
Steele –8 
 
The Summit –35 
 
Haygood –9 
 
Howellton -33 
 
Samuel’s Chapel –27 
 
East Gadsden-31 
 
Pleasant Hill(Gadsden)-4 
 
St. Paul(Gadsden)-25 
 
 
 

Robertsonson Chapel –23 
 
Trinity (Rainsville)-20 
 
Sweet Home –11 
 
Sand Rock-7 
 
Pleasant Hill (Springville) -8 
 
Union Chapel –24 
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District Conference May 20th 

 

I just wanted to thank everyone that made our District Conference such a great 

success. The altar was full at the conclusion of our service with people praying 

down the aisles, asking the Lord to help us to reach at least one person that does 

not yet know the saving grace of Christ. We thank St. Paul in Boaz for hosting us 

and Sheila Freeman who taught our Safe Sanctuary Class where eighteen persons 

from six of our churches participated. We also thank Danette Banish for sharing 

Pre-Conference information with us as we prepare for Annual Conference.   

Robin 

 

The following was the message at District Conference: 

 

                                                                    Getting Back to Basics! 
 
Sydney Ann…Papa you’ve become a different person! 
Have we become a different church? 
 

1) First we must be about winning the lost to Christ! 

 

The Great Commission 

Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV) 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” 

 

Now folks if people are not finding Jesus as their Lord and Savior we might as 
well lock the doors and go home! Only Jesus makes an eternal difference in peo-
ples lives. All the other stuff is great but only if Jesus is Lord. Hard question…
when is the last time a person came to faith through the ministry of your church? 
 

1) As important as the Great Commission is, the Great Charter cannot be ignored. You see for years I have had people say to 
me, I’m saved what now? Story of Patsy and Bill. Converts must become disciples. 

 

 

The Great Charter 

John 21:15:17 

So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 
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He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 

He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter 

was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all 

things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep 

 

The world does not need more church members it needs disciples! 

 

But how do you help people grow in their faith? 
 

2) The role of the pastor is to equip the saints for ministry! 

 

Ephesians 4:11:12 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
 
Every church I have served has grown…Suddenly I realized what my problem had been, I had been doing ministry but I 
had failed to equip others to do ministry. I was the minister and they supported me in my ministry. Therefore when I left 
so did the ministry. Of course this is not the way God intended. Therefore people were frustrated because they did not 
want to be on committees they wanted to make a difference in someone’s life. They wanted in the game and off the bench. 
But they needed the tools to succeed. 
 

3) Every believer has gifts, that God has given them, for the work of ministry! 

 

Every Christian! 

For years the church has defined ministry as those who preach on Sundays, denying the laity of what was rightfully 

theirs, the work of ministry. (August 18) How many people have felt unfaithful because they knew they were called 

but the only option to live out that call was something that some of them were not gifted to do? 

 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the 

Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by 

the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, 

to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 

interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as 

he determines. 

 

Every Christian has gifts given them by God for the work of ministry, all given for the common good. There are no super-
stars in Kingdom work! Church is truly a team endeavor. In fact if someone stands out they may be out of God’s will. For 
our job is not to be seen but to help others see Jesus! 
 
At Palmerdale…I was told that the other day when the kids went to NH to visit that they had prayer before they went in. 
When the prayer was over one of them said OK lets go be ministers! 

 

4) Finally the perfect church is made up of an army of witnesses! 

 

Acts 1:8 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

We have a story to tell, a message to share, and a Savior to glorify! Are you watching or playing? Every member is a min-
ister! Every born again believer is gifted, called, equipped, and sent out to tell a lost and dying world about the hope of 
God in Christ Jesus. Every Sunday is a Bring a Friend Sunday! You are all ministers of Christ! And together, using our 
collective gifts I believe we can make a difference. 
 
End by praying for your church yes but mostly for those who need Christ in your community! 
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In early November 2011 one of my good friends at work let me know that I needed to go see the movie “Courageous”. 
They had just watch the movie with their Church group and he found himself realizing what he had not done as a 
Father and Husband and the things he had done and regretted. I decided that I would purchase the book just because 
it was easier to fit into my schedule and would read it one night when things were slow at work. I too found myself 
looking at things that I have done or not done being a Husband and Father of 4 young children. The next day I told my 
wife about the book and something kept telling me that there is more to the book than me just reading and talking 
about it. I called my Pastor, Rev. Sherri, and told her that I would like to have her pray and think about an opportunity 
to show the movie to those of our Church and open it up to anyone who wanted to attend.  

  
I knew the movie would be released on January 17, 2012 and purchased it that morning on the way to work. Rev. 
Sherri turned me to 2 other individuals in our Church who love to reach out to the community and provide open 
opportunities. They 2 have now watched the movie and finished that night by turning in to bed rather speechless. I 
knew that if this production could affect us 3 individuals in such a profound way the feeling that I had of being more 
than reading or talking about, was true.  
  
We at Christ Central Church have scheduled a viewing of the movie “Courageous” to be opened up to our Church, 
community and anyone who would like to experience what I experienced on Sunday, June 10, 2012. We will start the 
movie at 6:00pm and invite you to allow God to speak to you and your family the way he spoke to me while having the 
opportunity to read this outstanding production.  Contact Christ Central Church for more information at 256-442-6625. 
  

  
Stanley L. Maroney 
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A big thank you to Joey Amberson, 

Whorton’s Bend UMC, for updating 

our District Website!  Everyone please 

log onto  

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org and 

check out our new website!  Joey also 

keeps our Facebook site up and is an 

active member of our Leadership 

Team.   

 

JOB OPENING 
 

HOKES BLUFF FIRST 

 

YOUTH MINISTER POSITION (PART –TIME) 

 

SEND RESUME TO KAY WEST, SECRETARY 

hokesbluffsec@yahoo.com  

Church  phone 256-492-2334 

WELCOME TO THE MOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT! 
 

     Let’s welcome our new pastor’s to the district.   
Darren Myers– Marvin                         Lynn Dimon-Rainbow City First 
Bud Lawler-Red Hill (Guntersville) 
Jeff Lyles-Union Hill 
Steve Baccus-Hokes Bluff First 
John Mullaney-Centre First 
Wallace Armstrong-Salem/Fyffe 
Troy Walker-East Gadsden  
April Ponder-Twardy-Walnut Grove 
Toney Gunter-Mentone/Valley Head 



Great Start—Let’s Move Toward Our Goal 
 
The Mountain Lakes District started a pilot plan to fund mission giving throughout our connection and the world that is very differ-
ent from what we have previously done. This year, instead of each church being “apportioned” amounts for the various funds toward 
district funds, annual conference giving, and world missions, we have received all of the information needed as a district and are 
asking each congregation to give 10% of their general fund to the district and the district will apply that to all of the mission sources. 
Since we are asking each congregation to submit this tithe monthly, this how we will report how we are doing. Each month, in the 
district newsletter, we will report every congregation that has participated and what each church tithed to missions. We have a dis-
trict team of 8 clergy and 8 laity that will oversee this mission giving for us.  We are at the end of our first year of the 10% Tithe Pro-
gram, so if you are behind, pay quarterly or haven’t paid at all, please catch up by the end of December.  We will be under this plan 
in 2012, but we are only approved for one more year, at this point.  We will go back to the apportionment system if we are not suc-
cessful. 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR APRIL 

 
 

05/01/12 (April) 
3013-Blanche $142.00 
3107-Sand Rock $360.52 (March) 
 

05/14/12 
3002-Albertville First $3431.62 
3003-Altoona First $1059.18 
3004-Antioch (Blount) $182.00 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $69.30 
3012-Bethlehem $440.97 
3016-Bothwell $90.43 
3024-Christ Central $3000.00 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3031-Crossville First $1536.00 
3049-Gadsden First $8384.30 
3058-Henagar $644.20 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1000.00 
3072-Lusk $240.60 
3076-McNutt Memorial $99.60 
3081-Mt. Carmel $61.20 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $62.70 
3099-Red Hill (Gville) $129.00 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $291.00 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $613.00 
3109-Skirum $852.32 
3116-St. Mark’s $444.00 (March) 
3117-St. Mary’s $218.80 
3130-Union Chapel $1290.71 
3139-Whitehall $207.30 
3141-Whorton Bend $284.40 
 

05/08/14 
3005-Antioch (Attalla) $398.30 (March) 
3017-Brooklyn $69.50 
3020-Cedar Hill $492.80 
3028-Collinsville First $791.78 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $220.00 
3040-Ebenezer (Grove Oak) $294.00 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $656.34 
3044-Flat Rock $274.80 
3047-Ft. Payne First $3978.71 
3052-Gibbs Chapel $3156 
3053-Glencoe First $773.20 (Jan) 
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05/08/12, con’t 
3053-Glencoe First $772.50 (Feb) 
3053-Glencoe First $635.00 (March) 
3053-Glencoe First $813.20 (April) 
3056-Haygood $192.60  
3062-Hokes Bluff $3766.94 
3063-Howellton $326.90 
3070-Lester Memorial $6695.17 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $100.40 
3082-Mt. High $266.80 
3083-Mt. Oak $143.90 
3097-Portersville $131.50 
3098-Rainbow City First $1707.60 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $523.20 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $122.40 
3111-Snead First $1160.00 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $630.50 
3122-Sweet Home $972.86 
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $138.00 
3131-Union Hill $689.30 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $20.17 
3136-Warrenton $1085.72 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $233.29 
3142-The Summit $1197.50 
 

05/10/12 
3006-Asbury (Aville) $50.00 
3006-Asbury (Aville) $113.00 (May) 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $254.00 
3037-Dutton $304.25 
3039-Ebenezer $406.93 
3046-Forrest Home $257.50 
3051-Geraldine First $200.00 (March) 
3051-Geraldine First $200.00 
3055-Guntersville First $13,230.35 
3074-Marvin $174.50 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $377.99 (Feb) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $336.42 (March) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $415.57 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $186.70 
3080-Mountain Chapel $242.90 
3088-New Oregon $1566.40 



Fair Share Remittance Continued 
 
 
 

05/10/12, con’t 
3112-Snead Memorial $145.00 
3115-Springville First $2256.77 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $263.72 
3121-Steele $1195.95 
3129-Union $110.60 
3132-Valley Head $137.36 
 

05/15/12 
3001-Alabama City $465.90 
3005-Antioch $412.20 
3014-Blountsville $1234.23 
3021-Centre $44.50 
3025-Christ Church $182.50 
3027-Collins Chapel $217.00 (March) 
3027-Collins Chapel $261.00 
3035-Diamond $181.10 
3038-East Gadsden $1358.90 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $367.39 
3048-Fyffe $328.00 
3066-Joppa $139.30 
3069-King’s Chapel $95.00 
3090-Oak Grove $51.00 (Feb) 
3090-Oak Grove $83.10 (March) 
3090-Oak Grove $80.30 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $250.80 (Jan) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $150.30 (Feb) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $166.40 (March) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $225.88 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $440.46 
3113-Southside (Gville) $166.00 
3114-Southside (Southside) $830.01 (Feb) 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $880.90 
3126-Tucker’s Chapel $67.40 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $534.12 
 

05/17/12 
3009-Attalla First $660.04 (March) 
3009-Attalla First $914.57  
3011-Bellevue $1613.77 
3022-Centre First $4477.50 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $514.90 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1473.00 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $202.00 
3101-Robertson Chapel $542.00 (March) 
3101-Robertson Chapel $640.87 
 

05/22/12 
3057-Hebron $306.60 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (May) 
3085- New Bethel $121.40 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville) $234.00 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $18.00 
3134-Walnut Grove $440.76 
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The Fair Share Remittance forms were mailed on January 

31st.  Please make sure that you use the return envelopes 

that are provided to mailed your tithes.   If you have any 

questions, please call me.  

Thanks, 

Amy 

05/24/12 
3067-Julia Street $554.00 
3093-Pleasant Grove $282.00 
 

05/29/12 
3068-Keener $22.00 (Jan) 
3068-Keener $32.00 (Feb) 
3068-Keener $22.00 (March) 
3068-Keener $35.00 (April) 
3068-Keener $22.50 (May) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $53.80 (Jan) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $51.20 (Feb) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $51.00 (March) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $58.10 (April) 
 
 

LIBERTY UMC 11TH ANNUAL VETERANS  

APPRECIATION DAY! 
 

 

Everyone is invited to attend our Veterans  

Appreciation Day entitled “9 Ft Tall” on June 24th 

at 10:30 a.m.  The Gadsden City High School Jr 

ROTC will present the flags and there will be  

special music, awards and appreciation for our  

veterans.  This year we are honoring the POW’s.  

Lunch will be served immediately following the 

program.  Liberty is located at 1188 Alford Bend 

Road, Hokes Bluff, AL 35903.  If you would like 

more information call Bobbie Reeves at  

256-492-0916. 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amy@mldistrict.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Rev. Sheri Ferguson will be seeing appointments at Gadsden First. If you would like an ap-
pointment with Sheri, her number is 205-824-8320.  She will be in town on June 13th. Her 
email address is sfergusonumpcc@gmail.com.  David Cunningham is available on an as 
needed basis.  You can get an appointment to talk with him at the same number. The confer-
ence insurance gives you 8 FREE Employee Assistance Program visits, plus 50 after that at 
$15.00 co-pay.  These visits can be used for consultation, coaching, etc. .. as well as counsel-
ing. 

Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@northalabamaumc.org   amy@mldistrict.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 

     

 

    United Methodist Women               United Methodist Men 

 

    President,  Susan Minton               President, Jeff Prince 

 

          (256)390-0658                                (256)438-0133 


