
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

3/12-Minister’s Brunch/Bellevue UMC, 9:15am                              4/20-21-Sounds of Sumatanga  
3/14-Sheri Ferguson/Counseling, Gadsden First UMC                     4/21-Tell, Gadsden First UMC, 10am-4:30pm 
3/31-Babies First Benefit Luncheon, Held at B’ham Babies First Home 
4/8-Easter Sunday 

B U S I N E S S  N A M E  
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Mark 15:34 

Then, at that time Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 
Why would God the Father turn His back on Jesus as He hung on the cross of Calvary? Had He not been  
obedient even unto death? Paul explains it this way… 
 

Galatians 3:13 (Message) 

Do you remember the Scripture that says, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”? That is what hap-

pened when Jesus was nailed to the Cross: He became a curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse. 

 
To save us Jesus had to become us. He became a curse so He could bring the cure. Often we wish to rush from 
Palm Sunday where the crowds are shouting Hosanna, to Easter where people are bowing before Him. This 
avoids the messiness of crucifixion, the horror of a crown of thorns, and the guilt of our sin. But there is no 
Easter without Good Friday and to believe sin has no price is to ignore the cross. There is no possibility of  
repentance without sacrifice, and only the sacrifice of God’s Son was sufficient for the accumulated sins of 
humanity. 
 
Perhaps Max Lucado says it best in his book “When God Whispers Your Name.” 
“To see sin apart from grace is despair. To see grace without sin is arrogance. To see them in tandem is  
conversion.” 
 
When our eyes behold the cross we see our sin and our salvation; our worst and God’s best; we see the  
consequence of sin and the power of grace. We see the curse become the cure and the condemned become the 
Savior. How can the one sentenced to death be the one who brings life? The problem and the solution are all 
rolled into one divine event. 
 
Charles Wesley put it this way in one of the great hymns of the church: 
 

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s blood! 

Died he for me who caused his pain 

For me who him to death pursued  

Amazing love how can it be that thou my God should die for me? 

 
Lord thank you for turning your head and allowing Jesus to pay the price for my sin. Amen 

There is no Easter without Good Friday 



 

 
 
 

 

DATE: April 20-21, 2012 
New this year is a gathering on the Friday evening before Sounds of Sumatanga, 
which will feature games, singing, folk-dancing, storytelling, and entertainment by 
some surprise guests. The evening with a time of reflection and devotion. You can 
support Sumatanga by staying overnight and being there early for Saturday’s 
events. A block of rooms has been reserved – first come, first served. 
 
At the festival on Saturday, there will be music, food, art vendors, kids’ activities 
and lots of fun, fellowship and laughter. Admission is just $5. Here’s where the 
music line-up stands: SonRise, Worship 180, Keith Elder, Lost & Found, Elle 

Claytor, and more. The music is scheduled for 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

The SoS Committee is still seeking arts and crafts vendors for Saturday. The nice 
thing about this is that there is no set-up fee. Vendors are asked to simply pay the 
$5 admission fee, and if they are so inclined to make a donation to the Happy 
Camper Fund at the end of the day. Interested vendors should send an E-mail to 
Laura Wren  
(lswren74@yahoo.com), tell her they are coming, what their craft is, and if they 
need electricity. Any questions can also go to Laura. 
 
More information is available at www.soundsofsumatanga.org and on the event’s 
Facebook page. 

  MEMORIES OF YEARS PAST! 
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Mountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes District    
Prayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors    

 

 

Seeking Heaven at Seven 

    
 

Persons in churches across our District are signing up for the “Seeking Heaven at Seven” 
prayer effort! Below is a list of churches already involved and the number of persons praying 
each day. Check the list to make sure we have you down if you are participating and if you are 
not yet PLEASE give your people the opportunity to be blessed and to be a blessing! 

Robin 

Alabama City - 7                                                      

Albertville First - 38 

Asbury - 1 

Bellevue - 18 

Christ Central - 8 

Crossville First - 19 

Fairview (Albertville) - 21 

Fort Payne First - 44 

Julia Street/Belcher’s Chapel - 18 

Mt. High - 4 

New Hope - 5 

New Oregon - 31 

Steele - 8 

The Summit - 35 

Haygood - 9 

Howelton - 33 

Union Chapel - 24 
 
Webster’s Chapel - 10 
 
Gadsden First - 58 
 
Cedar Hill - 24 
 
Fairview (Centre) - 12 
 
Asbury (Albertville) - 18 
 
Martling - 12 
 
Asbury (Ft. Payne) - 9 
 
Hokes Bluff First - 23 
 
Southside (Southside) - 17 
 
Guntersville First - 96 
 
Cedar Bluff - 38 
 
Springville First - 27 
 
Red Hill (Attalla) - 15 
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A  Great Mission Trip Story by Gary Liederbach! 
 
 
Dear Friends and family, 

After spending 30 days in Kenya our family woke early Saturday morning and we left on our long  journey home which 
included 11 ½  hours of driving, 21 ½ hours of actual flying time, and 7 ½ hours of sitting in airports.  So after over 40 hours of 
travel in the same clothes, we arrived back in the states Sunday night tired and stinky, but safely.  We are finally getting back to 
“state time”  We had an amazing experience that was life changing for many of the people we served, and my family as 
well.  Thanks to your gifts and support, especially that of your prayers our family was able to serve and participate in helping accom-
plish: 

Meru, Kenya 

•         Helping to finish construction on a shelter for the orphanage which provides for orphans who’s par-
ents died from A.I.D.S. 

•         Provide orphans with food and clothing. 
•         Putting on an outdoor medical clinic in which over 1,700 poor people were treated by doctors. 
•         Putting on a Vacation Bible School program for almost 400 children. 
•         Training women to help get them out of poverty. 
•         Put on morning programs at four high schools 
•         Participated and preached at 4 different local churches 

Mombasa, Kenya 
The home we stayed In here had no running water most days, and the power went out most of the time.  We had to get up 

every morning, and walk down to a community water spigot.  We would carry 5 gallon buckets of water back home and use this wa-
ter to bathe with (no hot water or shower, but scoop water out of the bucket with a cup and pour over the body.), wash our clothes 
and wash our dishes.  The family cooked over a small charcoal fire. 

•         Working with the poor children in the city including holding a New Years Eve party for them with 

food and drinks 

•         Participating and preaching at the New Years Day service in Mombasa, and providing a New Years 
day meal for hundreds of its poor residents. 

•         Serving at Mighty Redeemer orphanage. 
•         I put on a training session for 18 local pastors at a year-end conference. 

Nakuru 

•         Spent Time at the Abandoned Baby Center, that takes care of 67 abandoned babies from 4 weeks 

old to 3 ½ years old.   All need to be adopted. 

•         Visited a home that tries to rehabilitate street boys who are homeless and get caught up in sniffing 
glue. 

•         Spent time praying and uplifting two churches in town. 
We told the orphans and other children about all those who through their partnership of  prayers and gifts allowed this trip 

to happen.  They were all grateful.  And as a way to say thanks to you guys, on the last day we were there, they spelled out “Thank 
You!” on notebook paper and had me take a picture of them to send out to everyone.  That picture is attached. 

At the churches I preached at, I played guitar and sand to them, and also was required to dance as well.  Following is a link 
to a video taken at Tazama UMC in Mombasa, Kenya.  I preached at this church on New Years Day.  The music director said they 
would sing a couple songs, then she would call me up and introduce me.  This 3 minute video is part of a 20 minute “introduction” I 
was required to do.  Nancy had to join in as well. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW8FwPI50OU 

 
If you go to my facebook page I have many other pictures posted. 
 
Thank you again and Bwana Asifiwe! (Praise God! in Swahili) 
 
Gary 
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Minister’s Breakfast/Brunch 

 

Place:  Bellevue United Methodist Church 

Date:  March 12th     

Start Time:  9:15am-Meet and Greet Time 

9:30am-Breakfast will be served 

 

This Minister’s Breakfast will be a special time where you may 
join with Rev. Taylor Gallman of Bellevue UMC and other area 

ministers in our district to be renewed in your faith and  
experience a Dayspring Revival. 

 

Bellevue UMC, 209 Mary Lou Circle, Gadsden, AL 35904 
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TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 
 

On January 29th, 2012 Union Chapel 
UMC in Union Grove had “Bring a 
Friend Sunday” and what a success!  
Between their two services they had 
203 in attendance.  Their pastor, Chris 
Herbert says, “To God be the glory.”  
“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me. Philippians 4:13” 
  

Way to go Union Chapel!!! 
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PRAISE GOD! 

 

THE PARKING LOT 

WAS RUNNING 

OVER, SO THIS SIGN 

HAD TO BE 

ERECTED.  ALL OF 

OUR CHURCHES 

NEED TO HAVE THIS 

PROBLEM.  LET’S 

MAKE THIS OUR 

GOAL! 
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Dear Clergy Spouses,  
 
  I am so excited that our 4th Babies First Benefit Luncheon, sponsored by 
the North Alabama Conference Clergy Spouses, will be held at the Birming-
ham Babies First Home this year. It will be on Saturday, March 31, 2012 
from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.   
 
You have supported this program with your gifts of time, money and 
prayers. You can be proud that you have raised more than $20,000 for Ba-
bies First in the last five years. Most importantly you have helped tell the 
story of this ministry, sponsored by our own United Methodist Children's 
Home, and for that I am grateful. Now, I want you to see what you have 
been so faithful in supporting. Plan to come on March 31st! 
 
To make your reservation send a $15 check made out to “North Ala-
bama Conference UMC” and mail to the United Methodist Center, 
Attn: Sandy O'Kelley, 898 Arkadelphia Rd., Birmingham, AL 35204. A 
ticket will not be mailed back to you but your name tag will be waiting for 
you at the luncheon indicating you have paid. 
 
Invite friends, family, and church members. Nearly 100% of the cost of the 
ticket will be given to Babies First. We have gotten all of the food do-
nated...now we need you to come and enjoy it. 
  
Blessings on you all and I hope to see you at the luncheon. 
 
Gratefully,  
 
Patsy Willimon 
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Team members are needed for a potential mission trip to Montero, Bolivia, 
with tentative dates of August 6-14, 2012.  The approximate budget per 
person is $1500 (including airfare).  The purpose of this trip is to reestab-
lish ties with retired missionary and current Individual Volunteer Kay 
Twilley with local churches in North Alabama for future mission trips.   
 
Team members would be encouraged to be future team leaders for future 
trips to Bolivia to work with Kay.  Team members with UMVIM team leader 
training would be preferred, but not required.  Shots and vaccinations will 
be required for team members, as well as a Visa fee while in country.  All 
passports must be valid within one year of travel.  
  
Rev. Matt Lacey will be leading this team and any questions or interest can 
be sent to him at mlacey@northalabamaumc.org 

 
                                                                                                
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Great Start—Let’s Move Toward Our Goal 
 
The Mountain Lakes District started a pilot plan to fund mission giving throughout our connection and the world that is very differ-
ent from what we have previously done. This year, instead of each church being “apportioned” amounts for the various funds toward 
district funds, annual conference giving, and world missions, we have received all of the information needed as a district and are 
asking each congregation to give 10% of their general fund to the district and the district will apply that to all of the mission sources. 
Since we are asking each congregation to submit this tithe monthly, this how we will report how we are doing. Each month, in the 
district newsletter, we will report every congregation that has participated and what each church tithed to missions. We have a dis-
trict team of 8 clergy and 8 laity that will oversee this mission giving for us.  We are at the end of our first year of the 10% Tithe Pro-
gram, so if you are behind, pay quarterly or haven’t paid at all, please catch up by the end of December.  We will be under this plan 
in 2012, but we are only approved for one more year, at this point.  We will go back to the apportionment system if we are not suc-
cessful. 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR FEBRUARY 

 

 

02/02/12 (Jan) 
3062-Hokes Bluff $3037.65  
 

02/14/12 (Jan) 
3003-Altoona First $919.61 
3004-Antioch $156.00 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $111.50 
3013-Blanche $144.30 
3016-Bothwell $114.40 
3020-Cedar Hill $467.90 
3021-Centre $71.55 
3024-Christ Central $1000.00 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3029-Corbinville $254.20 
3031-Crossville $1209.00 
3047-Fort Payne First $3419.52 
3056-Haygood Memorial $197.40 
3076-McNutt Memorial $82.00 
3082-Mt. High $240.50 
3083-Mt. Oak $127.00 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $74.70 
3095-Pleasant Hill $234.00 
3097-Portersville $156.30 
3098-Rainbow City First $1800.22 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $618.00 
3112-Snead Memorial $145.00 
3122-Sweet Home $806.08 
3131-Union Hill $600.90 
3134-Walnut Grove $339.80 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $252.90 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $146.10 
3141-Whorton Bend $174.90 
 

02/09/12 (Jan) 
3002-Albertville First $3023.76 
3012-Bethlehem $280.00 
3014-Blountsville $1126.88 
3017-Brooklyn $60.00 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $712.00 
3025-Christ Church $188.00 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $225.00 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $222.50 
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02/09/12 con’t 
3035-Diamond $264.60 
3038-East Gadsden $152.85 
3039-Ebenezer $430.70 
3043-Fairview (Albert) $639.50 
3049-Gadsden First $4585.25 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $51.52 
3058-Henagar $559.30 
3060-Hewett Memorial $500.00 
3063-Howelton $325.30 
3071-Liberty $319.00 
3074-Marvin $167.50 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $110.40 
3080-Mountain Chapel $288.60 
3088-New Oregon $1515.99 
3090-Oak Grove $51.00 (Sept 2011) 
3090-Oak Grove $88.03 (Oct 2011) 
3090-Oak Grove $32.90 (Nov 2011) 
3090-Oak Grove $69.90 (Dec 2011) 
3090-Oak Grove $60.60 Jan 
3100-Red Hill $611.25 
3107-Sand Rock $312.40 
3109-Skirum $728.52 
3117-St. Mary’s $161.50 
3118-St. Paul $2242.48 
3130-Union Chapel $937.30 
3132-Valley Head $120.55 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $285.50 
3136-Warrenton $935.70 
3139-Whitehall $208.20 
 

02/09/12 (2011) 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $245.86 (Oct) 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $213.89 (Nov) 
3136-Warrenton $771.16 (Dec) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fair Share Remittance Continued 
 
 
 

02/14/12 (Jan) 
3001-Alabama City $380.80 
3005-Antioch (Attalla) $397.80 
3011-Bellevue $1061.28 
3022-Centre First $3703.99 
3028-Collinsville First $612.03 
3044-Flat Rock $236.80 
3046-Forrest Home $304.80 
3048-Fyffe $155.80 
3070-Lester Memorial $5990.96 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $444.11 
3099-Red Hill (G’ville) $45.00 
3105-Salem (Cedar Hill) $296.40 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $94.00 
3111-Snead First $845.50 
3115-Springville First $1945.34 
3121-Steele $1148.76 
3124-Trinity (Ft Payne) $96.00 
3125-Trinity (Gadsden) $285.10 
 

02/16/12 (Jan) 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $350.80 
3042-Fairview (Centre)$1410.00 
3059-Henryville $1250.00 
3066-Joppa $136.60 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $332.30 
3116-St. Mark’s $443.00 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $814.70 
3129-Union $183.10 
 

02/21/12 (Dec 2011) 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $223.00 
 

02/21/12 (Jan) 
3006-Asbury (Albertville) $50.00 
3006-Asbury (Albertville) $60.00 (Feb) 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $117.20 
3067-Julia Street $644.50 
3087-New Hope (Cedar Bluff) $170.00 
3093-Pleasant Grove $190.00 
3101-Robertson Chapel $625.00 
 

02/23/12 (Dec 2011) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $79.00 (Oct) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $76.00 (Nov) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $88.72 (Dec) 
 

02/23/12 
3015-Bogan Chapel $79.49 
3027-Collins Chapel $299.90 
3027-Collins Chapel $232.30 (Feb) 
3036-Douglas $388.30 
3037-Dutton $213.00 
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02/23/12 (con’t) 
3073-Martling $59.00 (Nov 2010) 
3073-Martling $59.00 (Dec 2010) 
3073-Martling $708.00 (Jan-Dec 2011) 
3073-Martling $59.00 (Jan 2012) 
3073-Martling $59.00 (Feb 2012) 
3108-Section $500.00 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $817.40 
 

02/28/12 
3085-New Bethel $110.80 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $192.00 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $61.00 (Feb) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Fair Share Remittance forms were mailed on January 

31st.  Please make sure that you use the return envelopes 

that are provided to mailed your tithes.   If you have any 

questions, please call me.  

Thanks, 

Amy 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amy@mldistrict.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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United Methodist Men 
 

                

President, Jeff Prince 
(256)438-0133 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

President, Susan Minton 
(256)390-0658 

Rev. Sheri Ferguson will be seeing appoint-
ments at Gadsden First. If you would like an 
appointment with Sheri, her number is 205-
824-8320.  She will be in town on March 14th. 
Her email address is sfergu-
sonumpcc@gmail.com.  The conference insur-
ance gives you 8 FREE Employee Assistance 
Program visits, plus 50 after that at $15.00 co-
pay.  These visits can be used for consultation, 
coaching, etc. .. as well as counseling. 

Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@northalabamaumc.org   amy@mldistrict.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

Lester Memorial News 

 
We meet each Monday night for “Celebrate Recovery” programs.  

UMW meet the first Tuesday of the month.  We have a Prayer shawl 

ministry and the ladies knit and carry these to nursing homes, shut-ins 

and sick people.  The fourth Thursday we have Emmaus Cluster meet-

ing.  We have a Men’s prayer breakfast on the 19th.  Each Wednesday 

night we have Bible study groups.  Our web page is  

Lester-MemorialUMC.org please join us there.  We attend Blount 

County Methodist Club each month. 


