
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

5/7-Camp Sumatanga Golf Tournament                                          5/20-District Conference, St. Paul, Boaz, 3:30pm                                       
5/8 Superintendency Meeting, Dist Office, 6pm                              5/28-Memorial Day-District Office Closed 
5/13-Mother’s Day                                                                           5/31-6/6-Annual Conference, Birmingham Southern College 
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Over the next three months I will be sharing with you the ten things I believe our churches need to be part of if we are 
going to once again impact this world for Christ. Please use these in any way that will be helpful to you or your church. 
 

 
 I think one of our calls in ministry is to cast vision. What has God called the churches of the MLD to be, to 
do, to represent, to give their money toward, their talents to, and their gifts toward? I would like to share with 
you a vision for our churches that perhaps you may want to claim as your own; change to whatever  
appropriate degree, and use to build the Kingdom. 
  
1) Our vision goes beyond our local churches and even beyond our denomination, ours is a Kingdom vision!  
We must stop the present trend of thinking about ourselves as an isolated entity and think about the Kingdom 
that is much larger than any of us as individuals, much larger than any of our local churches, and yes much 
larger than the United Methodist Church. Too often our churches are in competition with other churches both 
within Methodism and outside our Wesleyan umbrella. We are first and foremost trying to build the Kingdom 
of God...Our Lord said we should pray that "Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven." 
As our Discipline states, "Christian unity is founded on the theological understanding that through faith in  
Jesus Christ we are made members-in-common of the one body of Christ." (Pg.84: 2008 Book of Discipline)  
 
2) We will be faithful to the Scripture first and foremost!  
One could trace the majority of our problems in the mainline church today, including in our own  
denomination, to the temptation to forsake the Bible as God's Holy Word. As John Wesley said we are to be 
"people of one book." I am not capable of deciding eternal truths without the guidance of an eternal,  
unchanging Word. People do not need to hear my opinion they need to hear God's unchanging, eternal  
opinion. We believe as United Methodist in the authority of scripture to guide and lead our lives. As our  
Discipline puts it, "Scripture is the primary source and criterion for Christian doctrine." (pg.78: 2008 Book of 
Discipline)  
 
3) Our goal is to make fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ! It is not about me, nor is it about you. It is 
about following the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! Our people need to hear the call of Christ to deny  
themselves and to take up their cross and follow Jesus. They need to grow in faith, hear the call of God to use 
their own gifts and share faith with the world. We are not trying to pacify dependent babes in the faith, we are 
trying to raise up an army of witnesses that will turn the world right side up for the Kingdom! As our  
Discipline puts it, "Christian discipleship is patterned after the servanthood of Jesus." (pg.171: 2008 Book of 
Discipline)  

Robin Scott, District Superintendent 

A Way Forward for the Churches of the Mt. Lakes District 
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Bishop Will & 

Mrs. Patsy 

Willimon 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

For eight years, the visionary leadership of Will Willimon and the gracious friendship of Patsy  

Willimon have enlivened the North Alabama Conference. 

There will be a Farewell Reception for the Willimons during Annual Conference in appreciation for 

their time with us. The reception will be Friday, June 1st, at 4 pm at the Methodist Center. 

Just before the reception, at the end of the afternoon session of the Conference in the Birmingham-

Southern Coliseum, we plan to present Bishop and Mrs. Willimon with two expressions of our  

gratitude. 

We would like to present a generous gift in honor of the Willimons to Birmingham-Southern College 

for United Methodist student scholarships. Our minimum goal for the scholarship fund is $15,000, 

though we hope it will be even more. 

Also, we want to give Will and Patsy a personal gift. In consultation with their friends, we plan to 

give them a piece of art, a painting or sculpture, they will like and have as a remembrance of their 

time with us. 

This letter is sent to you lay leaders and pastors because you are the key persons to get the word out 

to your congregations. Through your church and personal communications, let people know about the 

reception and invite them to make a contribution for the scholarship and personal gift. (Please send 

checks to Rev. Ron Schultz, South Central District Office, 898 Arkadelphia Road, Birmingham, AL 

35204. Make checks to the North Alabama Conference, designated “Willimon Retirement Gift”. 

It would be very helpful if the gifts were received by May 15. 

We join together in thanking God for all the Willimons mean to us and we wish them Godspeed for 

the future. 

Faithfully, 

North Alabama Conference Committee on Episcopacy 

Gloria Holt, Chairperson 
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Mountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes DistrictMountain Lakes District    
Prayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer WarriorsPrayer Warriors    

 

 

Seeking Heaven at Seven 

    
 

Persons in churches across our District are signing up for the “Seeking Heaven at Seven” 
prayer effort! Below is a list of churches already involved and the number of persons praying 
each day. Check the list to make sure we have you down if you are participating and if you are 
not yet PLEASE give your people the opportunity to be blessed and to be a blessing! 

Robin 

Alabama City - 7                                                      

Albertville First - 38 

Asbury - 1 

Bellevue - 18 

Christ Central - 24 

Crossville First - 19 

Fairview (Albertville) - 21 

Fort Payne First - 44 

Julia Street/Belcher’s Chapel - 18 

Mt. High - 4 

New Hope - 5 

New Oregon - 31 

Steele - 8 

The Summit - 35 

Haygood - 9 

Howelton - 33 

Samuel’s Chapel - 27 

East Gadsden - 24 

Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) - 4 

St. Paul (Boaz) - 25 

Union Chapel - 24 
 
Webster’s Chapel - 10 
 
Gadsden First - 58 
 
Cedar Hill - 24 
 
Fairview (Centre) - 12 
 
Asbury (Albertville) - 18 
 
Martling - 12 
 
Asbury (Ft. Payne) - 9 
 
Hokes Bluff First - 23 
 
Southside (Southside) - 17 
 
Guntersville First - 96 
 
Cedar Bluff - 38 
 
Springville First - 27  
   
Smith’s Chapel– 3 
 
Red Hill (Attalla) - 45 
 
Trinity (Rainsville - 20 
 
Robertson Chapel - 23 
 
Sweet Home - 11 
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Mountain Lakes District 

United Methodist Men 

 

Will be hosing a golf tournament at Twin Bridges Golf course to benefit 

 

Sumatanga 

Camp and Conference Center 

Surrounded by the woods, mountains, lakes and streams, away from the problems and interruptions of 
everyday life, visitors to Sumatanga can rest their burdens, gaining inspiration from the beautiful 
peace of the natural setting.   
The 1700-acre facility stretches along the valley in St. Clair County, nestled against Chandler Moun-
tain. The land was bought in 1948 not only for its beauty, but also for its central geographic location 
in the North Alabama Conference. 
Even before construction began on the first building in 1950, leaders of the conference envisioned the 
site as a mountain retreat center where people of all ages could come for spiritual renewal and fellow-
ship.  In 1951, when the first Youth Conference was held at the facility the vision became reality. 
Today, though the grounds have been updated and expanded, the original purpose remains  

unchanged. 

 

Tournament Information 

 

Place:         Twin Bridges Golf Course 

Date:          May 7, 2012 

Time:         11:30a.m. Registration 

                   1:30 p.m. Tee Time (Shotgun Start) 

Format:     4 Man Scramble 

Price:         $300 per team (includes lunch, cart, and range balls) 

Prizes:       Top three teams will receive gift certificates for the  

                   Twin Bridges Pro Shop. 

                   Prizes for the longest drive and closest to the pin will also be awarded. 

 

For additional information please contact 

 

          Jeff Prince               (256)438-0133 

          Howard Schwartz   (256)442-3358 

          Hugh Wheat            (256)543-3212 

 

Player Name 

_________________________        Make Checks Payable To: 
 

_____________________________          Gadsden District United Methodist Men 

 

_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
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A GIFT FROM GLENN 
 

 

NKJ John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. 

 

 I must admit that these words that Jesus spoke to his disciples as he was eating his last meal with them, 
have taken on new meaning for me. I realize that this is a passage that describes the great love and commitment 
that Christ has for us. A commitment so great that He is willing to “lay down his life” for us, but what does it 
mean to lay down one’s life for someone else.  
 Of course as Christians we know that this passage is referring to Jesus’ commitment unto death on the 
cross of Calvary for the world, but could there not be a broader meaning found within these words that Jesus 
spoke?  
 Let me ask the question, “how hard is it for a person to put another person’s needs ahead of their own 
desires, especially when their desires are honorable and legitimate desires and not something frivolous.  
 By now you are probably asking yourself, “Where is he going with this?” Well here it is. My wife 
Brenda and I have been married for 32 years now and together we have one son. Due to unforeseen  
circumstances, we now are caring for our two granddaughters who are ages 1 and 2. They are the joy of our lives 
and the old saying is true that having children in your later years will keep you young. They just forgot to tell 
you that sometimes you think it will also kill you.  
 Since this event in our life, my wife and I have had to reevaluate and lay some things down. Things like 
ever having a normal retirement, being 72 years old when our granddaughters graduate high school, and  
wondering how we will provide for their college education when we are at that age. We have gone back to living 
from paycheck to paycheck and not being able to spend as much on entertainment as we once did because of the 
expense of two new babies in the house. Could this be a form of “laying down one’s life for the benefit of  
another?”  
In the most recent Census Bureau statistics, 2.4 million of the nation's families are maintained by grandparents 
who have one or more of their grandchildren living with them--an increase of 400,000 (19 percent) since 1990. 
These families comprise 7 percent of all families with children under 18.   
 I have felt a tug from the Holy Spirit of God to reach out to others who find themselves in the position of 
raising their grandchildren. To be honest with you I do not know where this might lead my wife and me but 
when God leads us it is seldom that we know the final destination for we walk by faith, but we walk with the 
promise of God’s presence throughout the journey.  
 If there are others in the Mountain Lakes District who are grandparents that have been placed in the role 
of caretakers of their grandchildren I would love to hear from you. As I said, I have no idea where this might 
lead but I am trusting God for something great in building the kingdom of God.  
 In Luke 18:16 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” Our grandchildren have come to us and 
we are placed in the role of being Christ to them. It is my hope that we can join together and God will use our 
situation to build the Kingdom of God.  
  If this sounds like something you would be interested in you can contact me at:  
glennr.mize@gmail.com   or call me on my cell phone at 205- 516-7778 
 
Blessings in Christ,  
 
Rev. Glenn R. Mize    
Union Hill UMC. 
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“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 

above all and through all and in all.” Ephesians 4:4-6 

(NRSV) 

 

The 2012 North Alabama Annual Conference will be  

May 31– June 2 at Birmingham-Southern College. 

 
† • The Guest Speaker will be Rev. Michael Slaughter,  

† Lead Pastor of Ginghamsburg, UMC. 
† • Bible Study Leader will be Bishop James E. Swanson, 

Sr, Bishop of the Holston Conference. 
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Make Your Reservations 

All North Alabama Annual Conference members and guests who wish to purchase meal tickets or other Conference 
items, have children participate in the Annual Conference Kids' Camp or childcare, or request accommodations for spe-

cial needs should make reservations. 

You will need to take action prior to Annual Conference to... 

• purchase meal tickets—the BSC cafeteria will not accept cash 

• purchase journals, a clergy directory, t-shirts 

• request childcare for your child or grandchild 

• request special accommodations for disabilities 
Reservation deadline is May 17, 2012.  If you make reservations by May 17, 2012, you will receive your meal tickets 

in the mail prior to Annual Conference 

The easiest way to make your reservations is through Online Reservations. 
. 

To register online, go to www.northalabamaumc.org.  That is the home page of the North Alabama  

Conference.  Look at the lower left side of the home page and you will see Annual Conference 2012.   

Under that you will see “Make your reservations before May 17!”  Click on that.  That will take you to 

the next page then follow the directions.  You can register for conference, your meal tickets, hotel, your 

journal and buy the items that you want.  When you arrive, your items will be waiting for you. 

MOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT  

 

PRE-CONFERENCE/ DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 20TH 

 

ST. PAUL, BOAZ 

 

125 COLLEGE AVE, BOAZ, AL 35957 

 

TIME:  3:30-5:30 

 

PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO BE THERE! 
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UNION HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Union Hill United Methodist Church would like to invite you to the dedication of the new  
windows in our sanctuary. On Sunday, May 20th we will be having a special service to celebrate 
this wonderful addition to our sanctuary. The title of the message will be "I Love to Tell the Story" 
since each window depicts a part of the story of our Savior's life. After the service there will be a 
Hot Dog and Hamburger cookout in the parking lot of the church. Anyone who has ever had a 
connection with Union Hill are especially invited as well as anyone who would just like to  
celebrate with us the Story of Christ.  
 

 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT SUMMER JOB????LOOKING FOR A GREAT SUMMER JOB????LOOKING FOR A GREAT SUMMER JOB????LOOKING FOR A GREAT SUMMER JOB????    

Well you’re in luck...How about going to work everyday Well you’re in luck...How about going to work everyday Well you’re in luck...How about going to work everyday Well you’re in luck...How about going to work everyday 

at CAMP SUMATANGA!!!!!!!!!!!!!at CAMP SUMATANGA!!!!!!!!!!!!!at CAMP SUMATANGA!!!!!!!!!!!!!at CAMP SUMATANGA!!!!!!!!!!!!!    

We’re hiring kitchen staff for summer camp.  Contact We’re hiring kitchen staff for summer camp.  Contact We’re hiring kitchen staff for summer camp.  Contact We’re hiring kitchen staff for summer camp.  Contact 

Donna Bailey @ 256Donna Bailey @ 256Donna Bailey @ 256Donna Bailey @ 256----546546546546----7405 or 7405 or 7405 or 7405 or     

foodservice@sumatanga.org.foodservice@sumatanga.org.foodservice@sumatanga.org.foodservice@sumatanga.org.    

    

Note:  If your church has extra logo church coffee mugs, Camp Note:  If your church has extra logo church coffee mugs, Camp Note:  If your church has extra logo church coffee mugs, Camp Note:  If your church has extra logo church coffee mugs, Camp     

Sumatanga can use them.Sumatanga can use them.Sumatanga can use them.Sumatanga can use them.    
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LIBERTY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of Liberty United Methodist Church in Hokes Bluff recently performed a beautiful 
Easter play and musical.  “Voices in the Darkness” was directed by Danny Townsend. The 
scenarios are written in a narration of various times in Jesus’ life.  The narrator went back in 
time to show intimate discussions  
between characters such as Jesus teaching the children, Herod’s private discussions with his 
wife,  
pertaining to the execution of Jesus and his decision to wipe his hands of the entire matter.  
Then on to the actual crucifixion and ending with Jesus telling us He is the light of the 
World and He would always be there for us in the end, if we just invite Him into our hearts.  
It was very moving.   The cast performed the  
music renditions in an excellent manner.  The play was a blessing to all that attended and to 
each cast member. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT LIBERTY UMC 

 

     • May 5th is Decoration Day and May 6th is Homecoming Service.  Homecoming Service will begin at 
10:30 AM.  Our guest speaker will be Jay Daugherty.  Dinner will be served following the service.  
Everyone is welcome! 
 
  • June 29th will be Veteran’s Appreciation program.  200 flags and crosses with veterans names will be 
displayed for one week prior to the program and through July 4th.  This celebration is very meaningful and 
you will receive a blessing by attending this service.  The service begins at 10:30 AM 



Great Start—Let’s Move Toward Our Goal 
 
The Mountain Lakes District started a pilot plan to fund mission giving throughout our connection and the world that is very differ-
ent from what we have previously done. This year, instead of each church being “apportioned” amounts for the various funds toward 
district funds, annual conference giving, and world missions, we have received all of the information needed as a district and are 
asking each congregation to give 10% of their general fund to the district and the district will apply that to all of the mission sources. 
Since we are asking each congregation to submit this tithe monthly, this how we will report how we are doing. Each month, in the 
district newsletter, we will report every congregation that has participated and what each church tithed to missions. We have a dis-
trict team of 8 clergy and 8 laity that will oversee this mission giving for us.  We are at the end of our first year of the 10% Tithe Pro-
gram, so if you are behind, pay quarterly or haven’t paid at all, please catch up by the end of December.  We will be under this plan 
in 2012, but we are only approved for one more year, at this point.  We will go back to the apportionment system if we are not suc-
cessful. 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR MARCH 

 
 

04/03/12 (March) 
3002-Albertville First $4374.25 
3025-Christ Church $126.87 
3047-Fort Payne First $5674.49 
3049-Gadsden First $4440.90 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (Feb) 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (March) 
3077-Mentone $229.23 (Jan) 
3077-Mentone $229.23 (Feb) 
3077-Mentone $229.23 (March) 
3081-Mt. Carmel $64.88  
3087 New Hope $150.00 
3097-Portersville $110.40 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $410.70 
3109-Skirum $730.15 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $118.80 
3111-Snead First $734.10 
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $91.00 
3125-Trinity (Gadsden) $166.60 (Feb) 
3125-Trinity (Gadsden) $192.50 (March) 
3131-Union Hill $503.47 
 

04/05/12 
3003-Altoona First $760.44 
3004-Antioch (Oneonta) $156.00 
3011-Bellevue $1300.00 
3012-Bethlehem $356.10 
3014-Blountsville $4031.11 (Feb) 
3016-Bothwell $69.90 
3028-Collinsville First $703.85 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $322.30 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $568.25 
3044-Flat Rock $203.10 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $35.44 
3070-Lester Memorial $5351.08 
3088-New Oregon $1085.66 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $67.40 
3093-Pleasant Grove (Joppa) $302.00 
3098-Rainbow City First $2005.43 
3102-Rock Springs $208.75 (Jan) 
3102-Rock Springs $189.90 (Feb) 
3102-Rock Springs $201.30 (Mar) 
3112-Snead Memorial $141.00 
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04/05/12, con’t 
3114-Southside (Southside) $596.56 (Jan) 
3115-Springville First $2060.57 
3120-St. Paul (Ft Payne) $493.78 (Feb) 
3122-Sweet Home $757.16 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $869.10 
3126-Tucker’s Chapel $37.00 (Jan) 
3126-Tucker’s Chapel $101.40 (Feb) 
3126-Tucker’s Chapel $30.00 (March) 
3130-Union Chapel $975.72 
3136-Warrenton $714.00 
 

04/10/12 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $182.50 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $182.20 
3040-Ebenezer $202.00 
3055-Guntersville First $10,334.30 
3056-Haygood Memorial $269.70 
3080-Mountain Chapel $224.55 
3114-Southside (Southside) $412.84 (Jan)(Partial) 
3121-Steele $934.89 
3129-Union $47.80 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $283.68 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $159.80 
 

04/12/12 
3017-Brooklyn $54.10 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $963.00 
3022-Centre First $3419.94 
3038-East Gadsden $1375.72 (Bal of Jan) 
3038-East Gadsden $1235.77 (Feb) 
3038-East Gadsden $1375.51 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $163.80 
3132-Valley Head $114.10 
3134-Walnut Grove $263.53 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fair Share Remittance Continued 
 
 
 

04/17/12 
3035-Diamond $157.10 
3036-Douglas $369.20 (Feb) 
3036-Douglas $337.90 
3037-Dutton $190.00 (Feb) 
3037-Dutton $134.15 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $287.90 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1183.00 
3046-Forrest Home $182.90 (Feb) 
3046-Forrest Home $206.30 
3048-Fyffe $141.73 
3054-Goodsell $300.00 (Feb) 
3054-Goodsell $300.00 
3062-Hokes Bluff $3408.08 
3063-Howellton $253.60 
3065-Ider $217.30 
3067-Julia Street $339.55 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (April) 
3073-Martling $59.00 
3073-Martling $59.00 (April) 
3074-Marvin $156.10 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $52.90 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $301.50 
3108-Section $400.00 (Feb) 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $458.40 
 

04/19/12 
3001-Alabama City $391.90 
3015-Bogan Chapel $100.70 (Feb) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $118.00 
3020-Cedar Hill $395.90 
3059-Henryville $1075.00 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $100.00 (Jan) 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville) $234.00 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden ) $192.00 
3119-St. Paul (Ashville) $283.01 
 

04/24/12 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $367.90 (Feb) 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $276.16 
3085-New Bethel $86.91 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $262.30 
3113-Southside (Gville) $164.00 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (Jan) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (Feb) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (March) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (April) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (May) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (June) 
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The Fair Share Remittance forms were mailed on January 

31st.  Please make sure that you use the return envelopes 

that are provided to mailed your tithes.   If you have any 

questions, please call me.  

Thanks, 

Amy 

04/26/12 
3014-Blountsville $924.65 
3029-Corbinville $181.90 
3057-Hebron $358.90 
 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amy@mldistrict.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Rev. Sheri Ferguson will be seeing appointments at Gadsden First. If you would like 
an appointment with Sheri, her number is 205-824-8320.  She will be in town on May 
9th. Her email address is sfergusonumpcc@gmail.com.  David Cunningham is avail-
able on an as needed basis.  You can get an appointment to talk with him at the same 
number. The conference insurance gives you 8 FREE Employee Assistance Program 
visits, plus 50 after that at $15.00 co-pay.  These visits can be used for consultation, 
coaching, etc. .. as well as counseling. 

Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@northalabamaumc.org   amy@mldistrict.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 

     

 

    United Methodist Women               United Methodist Men 

 

    President,  Susan Minton               President, Jeff Prince 

 

          (256)390-0658                                (256)438-0133 


