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Itinerant Pastor’s 

Since 1978 at the age of twenty years old I have been a United Methodist pastor. Luann and I have gone where we were 
assigned starting with Centre/Lebanon (1978-81) where I completed Jr. College at Jefferson State Jr. College. I got this 
degree thanks to the Blount County Methodist Club who bought my books and a scholarship on the debate team that 
paid my tuition. Here at this two point charge our first born Matthew Joseph Scott was born. Who would have guessed 
that 34 years later he would be the pastor of the fastest growing church in our North Alabama Conference. Even though I 
had little to offer but a willingness to serve God doubled the size of Centre’s congregation and we saw many accept 
Christ. 
We journeyed next to Antioch (1981-87) where I finished both my BS degree at Jacksonville St and my Master of Di-
vinity Degree at Candler School of Theology. Thanks to a Sherman Scholarship at Candler and a whole lot of prayer and 
help I was ordained Deacon and then Elder. Those years of driving to Seminary each week, leaving at 2:00am on Tues-
day mornings and returning late Friday nights to visit, preach and try and spend some time with your family will cer-
tainly never be forgotten for both their value and their difficulty. We left this appointment with a baby girl named Kim-
berly Rachel and a church that had grown and blessed us. 
My first church out of Seminary was Geraldine First United Methodist (1987-90). Here as young adults Luann managed 
the city pool and I was Chaplain of the sports teams at the High School. Our home was always covered up with teenag-
ers both who attended our church and many who did not. This will always be one of our favorite appointments. We saw 
God save souls and grow Disciples. 
From here we spent twelve years at Palmerdale UMC (1990-2002). While here at Palmerdale I completed a Dr. of Min-
istry degree at Asbury Seminary. We built a new sanctuary, a new daycare center and saw the attendance go from 120 to 
450. I learned the value of being a Lay Driven Church here at Palmerdale. It was here that I first started meeting with 
men early in the mornings for accountability and support; it was here that I witnessed persons saying yes to the call of 
God. 
Next we went to Guntersville First UMC where we saw the church go from an average attendance of 450 to averaging 
850 the first five months of our last year. We launched our first satellite campus here in Guntersville, saw both of our 
children get married (no less than ten weeks apart), and started having grandchildren three of our present seven were 
born while we were in Guntersville. We saw ten persons enter ministry with several more since that time. What a great 
body of Christ that truly reached out to those that few had attempted to reach out too. We started a celebrate Recovery 
Ministry, a ministry to those in rehab, sent over 300 people to the Walk to Emmaus and launched the Genesis campus. 
I was then sent to Clearbranch where we launched another satellite campus called One-Eighty that is now a charted 
church. We watched as God once again reached out to persons that few were attempting to reach. We also mothered the 
Gathering Place into being which now averages over one thousand persons a Sunday in just three years. We were part of 
nurturing a church that had seen greatness then struggled through some difficult times find its footing and get back on 
solid financial and ministry footing. 
Now I am the District Superintendent of the Mt. Lakes District, a District with 40 churches that average less than twenty 
persons per week; a District with 128 churches in total. A District that with God’s help and blessings will reach out to 
those we do not know yet and grow those in faith that we do know. A District that if we work together and pray together 
will see people come to know Christ and see men and women answer the call to ministry. I share this life story not to 
brag on anyone but Jesus but to say to each of you that I have been pastor of  that church of a few and have been blessed 
to pastor that church of many. I know what it is like to be a United Methodist pastor who has never asked to move but 
who has found out several different Spring days that the Lord through the Cabinet needed me elsewhere. Has it been 
difficult at times, yes it has. Has it been worth it, Oh a thousand times yes! 
We will once again say goodbye to some who will be going to other Districts and say welcome to some moving into our 
District. Pray for them, both our friends who are going and our new friends who are coming. Together with God’s help 
we will once again see lives changed, souls saved, disciples answer God’s call and this church of ours take risks and 
change lives for the transformation of the world. 

Robin Scott, District Superintendent 
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The North Alabama Annual Conference will be June 1 - 4, 2014, on the campus of  
Birmingham-Southern College. 

 
In 2013, we welcomed Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and celebrated the many ways God’s prevenient grace prepares us 
as people, churches and Annual Conferences to do His work. This year, we gather to celebrate the gift only God can give—
new life. 

Whether this new life is expressed as deep change in our own souls, a refreshing movement of the Holy Spirit in our 
churches or as an entirely new congregation seeking to love and serve the world around them, we pray you will leave this 
conference with something new to “plant!” 

Reservations Deadline is May 15, 2014!!!  To register, go to the North Alabama Conference Website 
(www.northalabamaumc.org) and on the left side on the homepage, near the bottom, click on “Make Reservations Now 
for Annual Conference 2014.”  That will take you to the registration area.  You can choose what you need to register for. 

 
Reservations 

Deadline 
May 15, 2014 

 
Reservations 

Deadline  
May 15, 2014 

 
Registration 

Deadline 
May 15, 2014 

 
Early Bird 
Deadline 

May 15, 2014 

 
Reservations 
Deadline set 
by each hotel 

 
Request  
Deadline 

May 15, 2014 

 
Order 

Deadline 
July 15, 2014 

 
Order 

Deadline 
July 15, 2014 
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2014 PASTORAL CHANGES 

MOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT 
 

First of all, let’s thank the pastors that we have in our District that will be moving to other 
Districts in the North Alabama Conference.  Thank all of you for the work that you have done to 
make the churches and our District stronger.  We wish for you great success in the future and our 
prayers will be with you and your families. 

 
Trav Wilson, Skirum/Fairview—moving to Madison in NE District 

Marvin McCormick, Henryville—moving to Wesley Memorial in NW District 
Taylor Gallman, Bellevue/Belcher’s Chapel—moving to Irondale in SC District 

Jeff Lyles, Union Hill—moving to Reconciler (Assoc.) in SC District 
 

New Appointments/Charges 
 

Bellevue/Belcher’s Chapel-Daniel Pope 
Crossville First-Mike Brinkman 

Guntersville First (Associate)-Mark Adams 
Guntersville First (Associate)-Angela Teel 

Henryville-Joy Morgan 
Skirum/Fairview-Paul Vick 
Union Hill-Roger Wilson 

The Summit/Julia Street-Tony Jones 
Mountain Chapel-Russell Dorsett 
Antioch (Blount)-Gene Blackmon 
Martling/Corbinville-Jim Elliott 

Cox Chapel-TBA 
Southside (Guntersville) - Shannon Chadwick 

Alabama City - Richard Martin 
Dutton - Mike Keeble 

Red Hill (Guntersville) - David Norton 
Mt. High - Jervis Young 

Daniel’s Chapel/Union - Bob Peden 
Asbury (Albertville) - Robert Hurst 

Rock Springs - Doyle Spinks 
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Behold, I Am Making 
All Things New 

 
“All Things New!” That is not only the theme of Sumatanga’s summer camping program, it is a reality around this place, too. It 
seems that something new or improved is taking place. Landscaping on the front and sides of McKinney Atkins Administration 
Building and Dining Hall, has been done by volunteers and camp staff. Further landscaping at Retreat Center buildings, as well as 
between the South and West Wings of the Lodge should be accomplished by summer. Rooms and hallways are being painted and 
spruced up. Two old barns are practically being rebuilt to house horses and equipment for the horse camps and equine ministry be-
ginning this summer. 
 
Our interim executive director, Rev. Lee Padgett is helping our leaders to think outside the box. In addition to our excellent familiar 
camps for Elementary, Junior High and Senior High students, there are special camps for a variety of ages and interests. Here are 
your options: 

Adult and Child Camp (3 day) 
Dad and Me Camps (3 day) 
Grand and Me Camps (3 day) 
Mom and Me Campouts (overnight) 
Mother and Child Camps (3 day) 
Day Camps for rising 1st through 3rd graders (5 day) 
Taste of Camp, for rising 3rd & 4th graders (3 day) 
Elementary Horse Camps 
Elementary Gross Camp for Boys 
Elementary “Experience Sports” Camps 
Mid High Extreme Adventure Camp 
Mid High Horse Camp 
Mid High Lacrosse Camp 
Mid High Princess Camp for Girls 
Counselor in Training Camp (CIT) for rising 10th through 12th graders 
Senior High Horse Camp for rising 10th through 12th graders 
Senior High Leadership Camp 
Senior High Outdoor Adventure Camp 
Senior High Sports Camp 
Theatre Camp for rising 9th through 12th graders 
Group Extreme Camps 
Youth Mission Camp 
Music & Arts Week (Contact Suzanne Scivley at 205-616-0080) 

 
The camps you used to attend are even better and the new camps speak for themselves! We have been awarded some summer 
camper scholarship funds, so we want to partner with churches to help every child and youth come to camp, no excuses. Talk with 
those who lead ministries with your children and youth and encourage them to spread the word of what is waiting for them at Suma-
tanga. Go to sumatanga.org to learn much, much more! 
 
Mark Parris 
Director of Development 
Sumatanga Camp & Conference Center 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 Mountain Lakes News 

 

Bishop & Cabinet Worship with Sweet Home UMC 
Article by Rev. Dr. Richard L Stryker, Executive Director of Ethnic Ministries, NAC   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Debra Wallace Padgett                                             Rev. Dedric Cowser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

                             
                      
There are multiple retreats in preparation for appointing pastors each conference year. One of these retreat 
sessions was held at Camp Sumatanga on March 9th and 10th. In preparation for that retreat, and indeed, as 
part of the spiritual foundation undergirding the appointment process, Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and her 
Cabinet worshipped with the Sweet Home United Methodist Church congregation at their morning worship 
on Sunday, March 9th. Rev. Dedric Cowser is pastor of the congregation. 
 
Commenting on the visit, Rev. Cowser writes, “The Sweet Home congregation and I were both excited and 
honored to host Bishop Wallace-Padgett and the Cabinet. It was such a wonderful day of worship and cele-
brating some of the amazing work and ministries happening at Sweet Home. Most of all, we are grateful for 
the support of our Bishop and Cabinet as we seek to reach new people for Jesus Christ.” 
 
The worship was Spirit-filled with dynamic preaching and melodious singing. Bishop Wallace-Padgett ad-
dressed the congregation briefly and encourage them in their ministry. This was also a special recognition 
Sunday and members of the Sweet Home staff received plaques of appreciation. 
 
 
 



 
United Methodist Men of the Mountain Lakes District 

 
4TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 
The United Methodist Men of the Mountain Lakes District will host a golf tournament at Wills Greek Country Club in 

Attalla on May 23, 2014 to benefit the following local charities. 
 

The Love Center     The Way of the Cross     Eagle Rock Boy’s Ranch Ministries 
 

Place:  Wills Creek Country Club, Attalla, AL       Date:  Friday, May 23, 2014 
 

Time:  11:30am Registration     1:00pm Tee Time (shot gun start) 
Format:  4-Man Scramble, Limited to 12 Teams 

Cost:  $240 per team ($60 per player) includes catered lunch, green fee, cart, refreshments, door prizes. 
Entry fee due by May 16 (cancellation policy:  If tournament is cancelled due to weather or other unavoidable 

event the tournament will be rescheduled; entry fees non-refundable for “no-show” players) 
Prizes:  1st, 4th & 7th place teams will receive gift certificates from Academy Sports.  Prizes for Longest 

Drive and Closest to the Pin will be awarded in both men and ladies, if applicable. 
 

This will be a fun tournament.  Everyone has a chance to win.  Our focus is to support our local charities. 
 

TEAM REGISTRATION                                          MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
 
Player #1_________________________________                United Methodist Men 
                                                                                                 1270 Moriah Lane, Southside, AL 35907 
Player #2_________________________________ 
 
Player #3_________________________________ 
                                                                                                  ***Mulligans—$5 each (not applicable on  
Player #4_________________________________                 Longest Drive or Closest to the Pin) 
                                                          
Player #5_________________________________ 
 
 
We offer sincere thanks and appreciation to all our sponsors, participants, 
and workers for helping to make this a successful annual event.  Area 
United Methodist churches include, Christ Central, Bellevue, FUMC of Rainbow City, Glencoe,  
Mt. Zion, Southside, Whorton Bend, East Gadsden, Hokes Bluff, FUMC of Gadsden, Sweet Home,  
Attalla, and many others.   
 

For more information, contact Don Richey at 256-490-6030 
 

Howard Schwartz at 256-442-3358 or Jeff Prince at 256-438-0133 
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Fair Share Remittance—10% Tithe 

 
FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR MARCH 2014 

 

04/02/14 
3012-Bethlehem $340.35 
3020-Cedar Hill $561.30 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3031-Crossville First $1,187.00 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $266.76 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $467.30 
3073-Martling $59.00 
3073-Martling $59.00 (April) 
3083-Mt. Oak $135.30 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $108.50 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $538.00 
3109-Skirum $795.70 
3112-Snead Memorial $171.00 
3116-St. Mark’s $429.00 
3124-Trinity (Ft. Payne) $135.00 
3130-Union Chapel $1,122.65 
3139-Whitehall $323.90 
3141-Whorton Bend $250.30 
 

04/08/14 
3016-Bothwell $103.00 
3021-Centre (Blount) $123.84 
3022-Centre First $5,590.35 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $210.00 
3038-East Gadsden $1,085.87 
3044-Flat Rock $269.50 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $56.99 (February) 
3053-Glencoe First $196.50 (wk of 03/30) 
3056-Haygood Memorial $176.62 
3058-Henagar $684.30 
3063-Howellton $277.30 
3069-King’s Chapel $110.50 (February) 
3069-King’s Chapel $107.50 
3072-Lusk Chapel $308.00 
3076-McNutt Memorial $109.05 
3081-Mt. Carmel $101.70 
3082-Mt. High $231.20 
3088-New Oregon $1,351.80 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $119.50 
3097-Portersville $156.60 

04/08/14, con’t 
3098-Rainbow City First $1,851.86 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $338.25 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff)$353.50 
3111-Snead First $1,032.90 
3115-Springville First $1,897.58 
3118-St. Paul (Boaz) $1,542.79 
3122-Sweet Home $1,028.65 
3129-Union $79.80 
3131-Union Hill $452.04 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $244.00 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $175.75 
 

04/10/14 
3004-Antioch (Blount) $137.00 
3005-Antioch-Goodsell $645.81 
3077-Asbury (Ft. Payne) $1,822.00 
3017-Brooklyn $55.20 
3024-Christ Central $2,801.00 (February) 
3027-Collins Chapel $342.00 
3036-Douglas $223.70 
3040-Ebenezer (Grove Oak) $157.00 
3047-Ft. Payne First $3,854.53 
3057-Hebron $337.70 
3060-Hewett Memorial $1,932.70 
3065-Ider $291.60 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $171.90 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $153.40 
3114-Southside (Gadsden) $993.21 
3117-St. Mary’s $188.00 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $854.70 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank You for Being Faithful 
I am glad to announce that through good stewardship and your faithfulness that we are increasing the grants going back into local 
churches from two thousand a month to three thousand a month! We have gone from this program not existing to 36,000.00 a year 
in just three years. Thank you! We have been able to assist 44 Local churches this past year with projects that include outreach 
food programs, acolyte programs, roof repairs, The Landing (Guntersville), building repairs, new signs, playground equipment, 
church lock-ins, college grants, “Blessings in a back-pack”, Blue Pond Boys, staff and insurance needs. This is due to your faith-
fulness. So I thank all of you who faithfully gave their tithe. I encourage those of you who give but not tithe to continue to work 
toward a tithe. This money is making a difference here in the ML District and beyond. 
 
Robin 



04/15/14 
3002-Albertville First $3,174.60 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $1,180.23 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $501.20 
3041-Fairview (Rainsville) $307.27 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1,329.00 (February) 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1,910.00 
3053-Glencoe First $168.60 (wk of 04/06) 
3070-Lester Memorial $7,148.68 
3071-Liberty $319.00 (April) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $422.49 (February) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $658.62 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $26.00 (January) 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $105.00 (February) 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $98.00 
3108-Section $150.00 
3121-Steele $970.91 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $559.90 
 

04/17/14 
3011-Bellevue $1,300.00 
3066-Joppa $210.40 
3101-Robertson Chapel $600.40 
3134-Walnut Grove $218.00 
 

04/22/14 
3003-Altoona First $1,097.40 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $80.95 
3035-Diamond $279.50 
3049-Gadsden First $5,999.60 
3055-Guntersville First $13,346.98 
3067-Julia Street $487.90 
3080-Mountain Chapel $274.40 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $229.00 
3119-St.Paul (Ashville) $262.77 
 

04/24/14 
3046-Forrest Home $245.30 
3051-Geraldine First $525.10 
3059-Henryville $1,381.00 
3062-Hokes Bluff $3,453.47 
3074-Marvin $108.00 
3085-New Bethel $136.20 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $260.00 (January) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $236.75 (February) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $241.60 
3095-Pleasant Hill $275.00 
3132-Valley Head $104.70 
3136-Warrenton $623.00 
 

04/29/14 
3014-Blountsville $4,331.82 
3037-Dutton $325.30 
3053-Glencoe First $252.30 (wk of 4/13) 
3053-Glencoe First $125.60 (wk of 4/20) 
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North Alabama Conference Goal: 
Saving 100,000 lives by  

June 2014 
 

Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary 
ministry of The United Methodist 
Church, putting faith into action to end 
preventable deaths by malaria in Africa, 
especially the death of a child or a 
mother.  This is a lifesaving ministry, 
together we can save lives. 
 
Every 60 seconds, malaria claims a life 
in Africa.  It kills an estimated 655,000 
people each year, most of them children 
under 5 and pregnant women.  Trans-
mitted through the bite of a female 
anopheles mosquito, malaria is a para-
site that initially causes fever, vomiting 
and joint pain.  Left untreated, its symp-
toms progress to convulsions, organ 
failure and death.  
 
Yet, malaria is 100% preventable, treat-
able and beatable! 
 
LET’S MEET THAT GOAL!!! 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amarbut@umcna.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 
www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  
If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 
we will get them on there for you! 
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Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@umcna.org   amarbut@umcna.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 
UNITED METHODIST MEN 

The Mountain Lakes District United Methodist will 
hold their May meeting at Bellevue UMC, 209 Mary 
Lou Circle, Gadsden, AL 35904.  The date and time is 
Thursday, May 15th at 6pm.  Dinner will be served, 
followed by speaker Judge William Ogletree, Circuit 
Judge for Etowah County.  Everyone is invited to join 
us.  We encourage your involvement. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Larry Etchi-
son, UMM President, at 256-413-3139. 
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