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A Wonderful Day at Camp Sumatanga 

 
I just wanted to thank all of  you that attended our District Training Event on August 9 at Camp 
Sumatanga. We had over 300 persons attend from 80 different churches! I pray that we can all be-
gin to use the information shared to reach this next generation for Christ. We thank Camp Suma-
tanga for their hospitality. I had many people talk about how good the food was. 
 

District Bible Study Returns 
 
On September 8 at 9:00am we will start back our Monday morning Bible Study here at the Dis-
trict Office. We are unable to meet every week but we will be meeting most Mondays between 
now and Thanksgiving. The following is a list of  the dates we will be meeting. Please put them on 
your calendars and plan to join us, we would love to have you with us: 9/8; 9/15; 9/29; 10/13; 
10/20; 10/27; 11/3; and 11/10. 
 

Pastor’s Appreciation Dinner 
 

We are looking forward to our third annual Pastor’s Appreciation Dinner to be held at Gunters-
ville First UMC on the night of  October 13th at 6:00pm. It will be a night of  fun, food and fellow-
ship. A steak dinner with all the trimmings will be served all you need to do is register, there is ab-
solutely no cost to you and your spouse or whomever you choose to bring. Childcare will be pro-
vided please let us know of  your need when you register. 
 

Charge Conference 
 

It is that time of  year again. If  you have any questions about the date of  your CC or about any 
forms that need to be completed please call us here at the District Office we will be delighted to 
assist you. Please make sure that a complete list of  your officers for 2015 and beyond are listed. 
 

Dashboard 
 
Please allow me to remind you that dashboard reports are due by noon on Tuesdays; we consis-
tently are only in the upper 80’s in percentage of  compliance. I would love to see a 100% by 
Mountain Lakes. These numbers are important in many ways and your cooperation is appreciated. 
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A Great Day at Sumatanga!A Great Day at Sumatanga!A Great Day at Sumatanga!A Great Day at Sumatanga!    

 

What a great day we had at Camp Sumatanga on Saturday August 9, 2014! We had over 

300 persons from 80 plus churches join together to learn how to reach the un-churched, 

how to disciple those reached and how to raise up the next generation of Christian lead-

ers. As you can see in the attached photos we had a great setting at Sumatanga. The  

hospitality, food and set up could not have been better. Thanks to Lee Padgett and his 

staff for their cooperation and hospitality. We look forward to future events that will equip 

us to make disciples for the transformation of the world. Our goal is to discover, develop, 

and deploy the next generation of Christian leaders and with God's help that we shall do! 

 

Robin loves to make everyone laugh, while they learn!!Robin loves to make everyone laugh, while they learn!!Robin loves to make everyone laugh, while they learn!!Robin loves to make everyone laugh, while they learn!!    
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CHARGE CONFERENCE 2014 

 

Listed below the place and date of your Charge Conference.  All of the 

Charge Conferences below will be held at 6:00pm.  If you do not know 

which Circuit Group that your Church is in, ask your pastor or call 

the District office.  ALL Charge Conference Reports are due to be 

COMPLETED 10 days PRIOR to your Charge Conference.  You do 

not have to bring a copy of all of the reports to your conference.  The 

only report that we need is the Pastor’s Compensation Profile for 

2015.  If you have any questions regarding the reports or need help 

with data entry, please call the District office at 256-546-7405. 

 

9/28-Chris Cone & Ricky Smith’s Circuit, Henagar First UMC 

 

10/5-Tim Kendrick’s Circuit, St. Mary’s UMC 

 

10/12-Carrie Kramer Jones & Steve Baccus’ Circuit, E Gadsden UMC 

 

10/19-Freddy Keener & Vicki Cater’s Circuit, Samuel’s Chapel UMC 

 

11/2-Tony Jones’ Circuit, Altoona First UMC 

 

11/9-Terry Bentley & Joy Morgan’s Circuit, Union Chapel UMC 

 

11/16-Barry Hallman’s Circuit, Blountsville First UMC 

 

11/23-Jeff Davis’ Circuit, Cedar Hill UMC 
 

    

    



.” 

PASTOR’S APPRECIATION DINNER 

GUNTERSVILLE FIRST UMC 

OCTOBER 13, 2014 

6:00pm 

     I would like to extend an invitation to all our clergy fam-
ily to join us on October 13th at First UMC Guntersville for 
our Annual Pastor’s Appreciation Dinner.  This event is free 
of charge, you simple need to call the District office by 
5:00pm on October 2nd to register so that we might order 
the correct number of steaks and sides for the night.  This 
invitation is to all pastors and their spouses who are now 
serving a church; all retired ministers and spouses; to all 
who serve as ATEM and their spouses; and to all surviving 
spouses.  There will be no business conducted that night just 
good food and good fellowship.  We hope everyone will join 
us.  

Robin 

To make a reservation email or call Amy at: 

amarbut@umcna.org 

256-546-7405 

*Childcare will be available. 
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Stop Hunger Now at GFUMC 
  

On Wednesday, August 20, 2014, Guntersville First United Methodist Church was blessed to 

have the opportunity to host a Stop Hunger Now meal packing event in our Contemporary Worship 

Center.  The original goal was to pack 10,000 meals in 2 hours, but because of the outpouring and 

support of our congregation, we were able to double our commitment to 20,000 meals. Around 150 

church members signed up and showed up, and we were able to complete the 20,000 meals in 

about 90 minutes.  Individuals of all ages from all of our worship services had the opportunity to 

serve together, to make new friends, and renew existing relationships with old friends.  It was an 

evening of fun and fellowship that gave us an opportunity to love and serve others in another part of 

the world and to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  It also raised awareness of the issue of hunger 

around the globe, and we were even able to highlight hunger in our own county and ask people to 

remember to support Blessings in a Backpack and other Food Ministries.   

Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger relief agency that coordinates the distribution of 

food and other lifesaving aid to children and families in countries all over the world.  The meal pack-

ing program consists of the assembly of rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and a flavoring mix includ-

ing 21 essential vitamins and minerals into small meal packets.  Each meal costs only 29 cents, 

stores easily, and transports quickly.  Over 70% of the meals support transformational development 

programs such as school feeding programs, vocational training programs, early childhood develop-

ment programs, orphangages, and medical clinics.   

We don’t know yet where our 20,000 meals will end up, but will know soon.  The truck left 

Guntersville, bound back for Atlanta, GA where eventually the product will make its way to an East 

Coast Port to be combined with meals from other packs and loaded on a full container to head out 

across the globe to provide nourishment to those not as fortunate as we are.   

If you would like more information on what we specifically did at GFUMC, please contact Re-

becca Mabe at 256-582-2001 or rebecca.mabe@gfumc.net. 
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Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church (Horton) is blessed with children who are eager to 

serve Christ each Sunday.  As I was talking to the children at Children’s Time one Sunday, I 

realized the older ones needed more responsibility.  We have grown in number of children and 

due to the ages we had to form two classes during Sunday School.  David and I discussed be-

ginning an Acolyte Program.  Pleasant Grove had nothing for this except the candlesticks on 

the Communion table.  Hoping to find some used lighters, we sent an email to Amy asking her to 

publish this request in an email for anyone who might have old lighters to sell.  Quickly, we re-

ceived an email from Amy that a fund was available through the district office…”Robin said to 

get what we needed.”  Wow!!!  A few months earlier, a church member had given me some cash 

to spend on the children for whatever we needed.  I had held onto this money, not knowing 

why, until this moment. I ordered the lighters with district funds and gowns for 5 of our older 

children with the member’s donation.  David and I shopped for gloves and crosses.  When eve-

rything arrived, we met with the 5 children and their parents for a 2 hour Acolyte training 

class. The children weren’t sure at first, but after practice were ready for their new responsi-

bilities as an Acolyte.  Pleasant Grove had never had Acolytes.  The surprise  and the joy on 

the congregation’s faces each Sunday, as well as the children, is something we thank God for 

every week.  The children, whether taking offering or performing Acolyte duties, take each act 

of service so seriously. Thank you, Robin, for making this possible for our congregation at 

Pleasant Grove. –Dorinda Poole 

  

PLEASANT GROVE UMC 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 

SENDING OUR MISSION TEAM 

 
New Oregon United Methodist Church, joined by members of other churches in the area and from Birming 
ham, sent its Mission Team to Enterprise, Alabama, to volunteer with Habitat for Humanity to build a home 
for May and Willie Walker.  This is a time for entire families to participate in the mission.  Those not old 
enough to work on the site have activities wherever we stay.  They do visit the site during meal breaks where 
mentoring takes place.  It’s never too early to start getting their mind set on missions.   
 
A huge thanks to the church for sending the team and a huge thanks for all the members of the team.  For 25 
years you have been giving others the opportunity to have a home after you build their house! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wow! What a summer!!! The theme for the summer camps was All Things New, and there was a great deal of 
“new” everywhere you turned. There were successful new camps, such as Grand Camps (grandparents and 
grandchildren), Horse Camps, Princess Camp for middle school girls, Sports Camps and Extreme Camp. The 
camps we are more familiar with had a new edge and new life about them. Jesus said it in Revelation 21:5, 
“Look, I am making everything new.” God is making it a new day at your Camp Sumatanga. 
 
God is even making people new at camp. I do not yet have the numbers and statistics, but I have heard that 
Christ became real to quite a few children and youth this summer. August 10 I had the joy of leading  
Sumatanga Sunday at Guntersville First, here in the Mountain Lakes District. How thrilled I was to hear Pastor 
Terry Bentley announce that a boy from their church had asked Jesus into his heart at a Sumatanga camp  
earlier this summer and was to be baptized and received into church membership at the last service that day. 
You can’t put a price on that, can you! 
 
What is a soul worth? Jesus thought that a soul was worth dying on the cross for. What price can you put on a 
soul? In Mark 8:36 Jesus asks, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, but forfeit his soul?” In 
other words if we have the wealth of Bill Gates but neglect our souls, our wealth amounts to nothing in the 
grand scheme of things. 
 
The cost of sending a child or youth to summer camp is $425. Josiah attended Day Camp which costs $125. 
That means that the Guntersville boy’s parents and church paid $125 to give him a summer camp experience. 
That young man was at the right place at the right time and he said “Yes!” 
 
What if every small church gave the equivalent of one scholarship per year ($425) to Sumatanga to help other 
children and youth be at the right place at the right time? What if medium size churches gave the equivalent of 
8 scholarships to Sumatanga ($3,400) to help bless and minister to young people? What if larger churches gave 
the equivalent of 15 scholarships to Sumatanga, or $6,375? You can’t put a price on a soul but you can say, “I 
had a part in reaching young people for Jesus Christ this summer at Camp Sumatanga!” Partner with Camp 
Sumatanga through giving generously to the general fund. 
 
In the Love of Christ, 
Mark Parris 
Director of Development 
 

Page 8 Mountain Lakes News 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear friends, 
 
Do you remember that dream where you got to school one Friday and there was a test and you didn’t have a pencil, then at lunch the 
other kids laughed at you because you stood by the trash can asking for scraps, but you knew that you wouldn’t get to eat again until 
Monday if you didn’t, then you pinched yourself to try to wake up and realized that it wasn’t a dream?  Thanks to you, neither will 
Whitney. 

Whitney is a fourth grader at Flat Rock Elementary School.  Her mother works in Fort Payne, so she came to the Upper 
Sand Mountain Parish with her grandmother.  I’m sure she meant to tell you thank you, but while she looked at backpacks all she 
could say was “Wow! I can pick out which ever one I want!?!” Since she can’t quite find the words, I thought I might convey Whit-
ney’s gratitude and that of the other 300 students who received schools supplies or workbook fees from the Upper Sand Mountain 
Parish.  The donations the ladies of the Conference UMW and the congregation of Huntsville FUMC have helped each of these chil-
dren have a good start to their school year. 
 And, because of help from civic minded companies such as the Traylor Group and ACCU Welding, students like Whitney 
can be cared for the rest of the school year through our Manna on the Mountain weekend nutrition program.  This year, I am proud to 
say that with our member churches and Christian Community Outreach, we will be serving five schools (Yea, Section!! We’re num-
ber 5!), and providing backpack meals for a total of 180 students. 
 So to all of the volunteers and donors; on behalf of the children of Sand Mountain, thank you. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Chris Cone 
Director, USMP 
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Fair Share Remittance—10% Tithe 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR JULY 2014 
 

08/05/14 
3002-Albertville First $2,695.51 
3003-Altoona First $798.43 
3029-Corbinville $142.00 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $204.00 
3038-East Gadsden $1,049.35 
3051-Geraldine First $573.60 
3058-Henagar $512.70 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $194.20 
3082-Mt. High $193.70 
3083-Mt. Oak $123.80 
3097-Portersville $101.90 
3100-Red Hill (Attalla) $478.50 
3104-Salem (Geraldine) $223.40 
3111-Snead State $755.90 
3116-St. Mark’s $396.00 
3121-Steele $758.30 
3122-Sweet Home $775.59 
3129-Union $84.90 
 

08/07/14 
3004-Antioch (Blount) $102.00 
3011-Bellevue $1,300.00  
3012-Bethlehem $212.51 
3020-Cedar Hill $219.90 
3028-Collinsville First $528.10 
3044-Flat Rock $373.06 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $19.90 (June) 
3056-Haygood Memorial $211.50 
3074-Marvin $119.00 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount0 $75.50 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $229.00 
3098-Rainbow City First $1,365.00 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $67.00 (April) 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $88.00 (May) 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $117.00 (June) 
3130-Union Chapel $951.15 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $172.00 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $163.95 
 
 

08/12/14 
3015-Bogan Chapel $95.10 (May) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $113.34 (June) 
3015-Bogan Chapel $91.43 
3017-Brooklyn $77.80 
3021-Center (Blount) $81.24 
3022-Centre First $3,574.74 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $412.35 
3025-Christ Central $225.70 (June) 
3057-Hebron $249.90 
3069-King’s Chapel $122.00 
3070-Lester Memorial $6,134.20 
3088-New Oregon $1,263.00 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $177.00 
3102-Rock Springs $119.00 (May) 
3102-Rock Springs $165.50 (June) 
3102-Rock Springs $80.00 
3112-Snead Memorial $89.00 
3127-Turkeytown $186.01 
 

08/14/14 
3013-Blanche $162.00 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $496.79 (June) 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $323.91 
3036-Douglas $281.20 (June) 
3036-Douglas $204.60 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $212.76 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $105.50 
3101-Robertson Chapel $580.70 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $336.70 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $36.40 (May) 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $22.80 (June) 
3120-St. Paul (Ft. Payne) $533.50 
3123-Trinity $655.10 
3131-Union Hill $578.35 
3136-Warrenton $915.00 

Thank You for Being Faithful 

I am glad to announce that through good stewardship and your faithfulness that we are increasing the grants going back into local 
churches from two thousand a month to three thousand a month! We have gone from this program not existing to 36,000.00 a year 
in just three years. Thank you! We have been able to assist 44 Local churches this past year with projects that include outreach 
food programs, acolyte programs, roof repairs, The Landing (Guntersville), building repairs, new signs, playground equipment, 
church lock-ins, college grants, “Blessings in a back-pack”, Blue Pond Boys, staff and insurance needs. This is due to your faith-
fulness. So I thank all of you who faithfully gave their tithe. I encourage those of you who give but not tithe to continue to work 
toward a tithe. This money is making a difference here in the ML District and beyond. 
 
Robin 



 

08/19/14 
3007-Asbury (Ft. Payne) $1,725.00 
3043-Fairview (Albertville) $604.00 
3053-Glencoe First $81.00 (wk of 7/20) 
3063-Howellton $259.40 
3095-Pleasant Hill $275.00 
3114-Southside (Southside) $738.35 
3134-Walnut Grove $178.00 (Aug) 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $363.30 
 

08/21/14 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $82.78 
3042-Fairview (Centre) $1,341.00 
3053-Glencoe First $68.00 (wk of 7/27) 
3053-Glencoe First $234.00 (wk of 8/3) 
3053-Glencoe First $82.38 (wk of 8/10) 
3053-Glencoe First $104.50 (wk of 8/17) 
3059-Henryville $1,025.00 
3066-Joppa $188.31 
3080-Mountain Chapel $302.05 
 

08/26/14 
3049-Gadsden First $4,666.60 
3085-New Bethel $99.50 
3132-Valley Head $110.30 
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DISASTER EARLY RESPONSE TEAM  

REFRESHER TRAINING 

David Holmes, Mountain Lakes District Disaster Response Coordinator, will hold a 

DISASTER EARLY RESPONSE TEAM REFRESHER TRAINING course on Satur-

day, October 4th at the District office.  This course will begin at 8:00am and will last 

until 12noon.  Bill Prestridge,  of the Oxford UMC, who has been providing ERT  

training for several years, will be the instructor.  Bill is also an UMCOR certified 

trainer.  The cost of this class is $25, which includes your materials.  You are required 

to have a personal background check every three years and go through a “Refresher 

Course,” to hold your ERT badge.  If it has been three years or longer since your last 

background check, that will cost an additional $12.   

 

Registration is due by September 25th.  Please email your name and contact informa-

tion to amarbut@umcna.org.  Your check should be mailed to Mountain Lakes  

District, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904.  Please note in the memo section of 

your check, ERT Training. 

 

 

 

08/28/14 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $992.65 
3035-Diamond $160.00 
3037-Dutton $193.70 
3055-Guntersville First $14,180.99 
 
 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amarbut@umcna.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@umcna.org   amarbut@umcna.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 
UNITED METHODIST MEN 

 

The United Methodist Men of the Mountain Lakes District will hold their September meeting at Hokes Bluff 
UMC, 2997 Alfords Bend Rd, Hokes Bluff, AL.  The date and time is Thursday, September 18th at 6pm.  Din-
ner will be served, followed by speaker Todd Entrekin, Sheriff of Etowah County.  We want you to come and 
join us! 

 
JOB OPENING 

 
Henryville United Methodist Church is currently recruiting for a Part-Time Director of Youth Ministries.  
Please send resumes to:  Henryville UMC,  Attn:  SPRC, 22520 U.S. Hwy 431, Guntersville, AL 35976.  For 
additional information regarding this position, please contact the church office at 256-582-2734, Monday 
through Thursday, 8am until Noon. 

 
Manna and Mercy Retreat at Camp Sumatanga 

 
The Adult Discipleship Team is hosting a Manna and Mercy Retreat at Camp Sumatanga the weekend of  
October 24-26.  The Board of Ordained Ministry has approved the course for 1.5 CEU for pastors who attend, 
and the Director of Lay Servant Ministries has approved it as an advanced training course for lay speakers. 
 
Here’s a link to the web page, which has a convenient registration button: 
http://www.umcna.org/eventdetail/122670?month=10&year=2014&day=1&display=m 
 
If you have problems with the above link, you can also go to the Conference website (www.umcna.org), in the 
upper left corner click Menu, then go to calendar, then go to October and click onto October 24th and you can 
read all of the details of this Retreat and register online. 

 


